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Rutgers University

14 College Farm Road

New Brunswick

New Jersey 08901-8551

USA

Dear Prof.  Robock

Re: Dr. P. Jones & the AGU

As to this gentleman, the blogosphere, if not the media, has of late been carrying contrasting but related accounts. The first speaks to the issue of data mismanagement, including the sudden and unexplained withdrawal from the net of certain data from the Climate Research Unit, University of East Anglia, which, until recently, has been open to inspection by anyone with an interest in the HADCRUT data series. The second is his election as a Fellow of your Union. 

The juxtaposition of these two stories highlights frequently expressed concerns by experts regarding the reliability of the HadCRUT3 and HadCRUT3v datasets produced by the CRU and the UK Met Office’s Hadley Centre. Notwithstanding the persistence and longevity of such doubts, they have not been resolved. Indeed, it is probably fair to say that they have grown more urgent and insistent with the passage of time. 

Scientific method requires open access to the detail of methodology used to assess data, detailed knowledge as to the sources of data and, of course, the original data themselves. Denial of such access pre-empts analysis and replication by independent researchers of relevant material and, thereby, presents a major obstacle to arrival at the truth. Given that government policies leading to the spending of very substantial amounts of money are based on the CRU data, the robustness of the underlying science is a critical issue. It is unconscionable that Dr. Jones will not permit independent examination of the data. The contrast with the twice-audited data from satellite-mounted microwave sounder units (MSUs) is glaringly obvious.

The work of Dr. Jones over many years has been marked by:

· Refusal to make known his computational algorithms;

· Refusal to publish his raw data;

· Adoption of unverifiable assumptions which magnify alleged global mean temperature anomalies;

· Refusal to share his work with any scientist not of his choosing;

· Refusal to debate his/CRU’s findings with any of his academic peers who may tender a questioning approach; 

· A stated refusal even to co-operate with the World Meteorological Organisation should it require the disclosure of data.

Dr. Jones’s citation reads: “For his numerous fundamental contributions in advancing our knowledge in the area of climate science and for his outstanding service to the profession and to society.” It would be helpful if the AGU would explain how refusal to co-operate with other climatologists and experts in related disciplines advances knowledge in this or in any other field, or helps his profession or society in any way whatsoever. On the contrary, honouring a man who consistently breaches the fundamental protocols of scientific method casts a taint on the reputation of the AGU. More to the point, it dishonours the good name of science in general. 
We will both recall the exposure of the Mann, Bradley, Hughes hockey stick. A refusal to respect normal scientific transparency has plagued the climate change debate ever since. It is particularly unfortunate that he should make available material to others of like mind such as Prof. Peter Webster, whilst denying the same information to other investigators with equally profound and relevant expertise, notably Steve McIntyre and Prof. Ross McKitrick, but others as well. The stratagem of invoking unrecorded confidentiality agreements as justification for this is extraordinary, and is anyway negated by selective disclosure. It is strongly suggested that the AGU encourages Dr. Jones to release data and details of his methodology promptly and without prevarication to the wider scientific/scholastic community. 
Yours sincerely

For and with the express consent of those named below 

R.C.E. Wyndham
P.S. Amongst the co-signatories listed below, three are Members of the AGU. In the interests of convenience, they have asked that this postscript be added in order to request that this letter be published in the Union’s EOS record of weekly transactions. In the light of the Forum article “Documenting Precision and Accuracy in the Open Data Policy Era”, published therein as recently as 11 August, this request is felt to be timely and appropriate.
Co-signatories: IPCC Expert Reviewers:    *Madhav Khandekar, PhD, Toronto,    Vincent Gray, PhD, Wellington, NZ
      Richard Courtney, Dip Phil, UK  

Hans Labohm, PhD, Netherlands 
*Thomas.Segalstad,PhD, Norway       
Australia:  Keith Laing, Victoria,    Richard Mackey, Canberra       Bryant Macfie, MB, ChB, FRCR, Perth
Art Raiche, PhD, CSIRO Chief Research Scientist (Ret.) , Sydney     John Blakemore PhD, Sydney,    John Jenkins PhD - Computer Modelling/Virtual Surgery, Perth      Howard Crozier, Palerang, NSW    Peter Gunn, MSc, Sydney
  Jennifer Marohasy, PhD, Sydney
     John Nicol, PhD, Queensland
John McLean, Melbourne
Louis Hissink, MSc, Editor Australian Inst. Of Geoscientists News
  Ronald Eggins, MPhil, geostatics
Narelle Eggins, Dip Psych
Canada: Roger Jacobs, PhD,
Prof. Biology, McMaster Univ
       Francis Manns, PhD, Toronto
     Albert  Jacobs, MSc, Calgary
  
Douglas Leahey, PhD, Meteorology, Calgary
    Timothy Ball, PhD
      Wendell Krossa, Journalist  Germany: Michael Limburg, EIKE      Gerhard Stehlik, PhD,      India:    B.P. Radhakrishna, PhD, Fellow Indian Academy of Sciences    Netherlands: Arthur Rorsch, PhD
 M.H.Nederlof, PhD
Franz
Sluijter, PhD, Prof Emeritus, Theoretical Physics, Eindhoven University of Technology
     Hans Erren, 
MSc, Geophysics   Peter Bloemers, PhD, Prof. Emeritus Biochemistry, Radbound Univ, Nijmegen
New Zealand: Bryan Leyland, MSc, Chairman Economics Panel, New Zealand Climate Science Coalition     
Walter Starck PhD       Norway:  *Asmunn Moene, Former Head of Forecasting, Meteorological  Institute       Paraguay: Albrecht Glatzle, PhD

South Africa: William Alexander, Prof. Emeritus, Civil Engineering    UK:  Piers Corbyn, MSc    Hans Schreuder, MSc     Derek Tipp     Martin Durkin, Science Journalist   Sonja Boehmer-Christiansen, PhD
          USA: Anthony Watts, PhD      Paul Sheridan, MBA, Climate Science/Research Expert and OpEd Columnist
      Brian Valentine, PhD   Joseph D’Aleo, Professor of Climatology/Meteorology & Fellow American Meteorological Society     
[NB Asterisk denotes membership of the American Geophysical Union.]
Cc: Dr. P. Jones
      Prof. Timothy L.  Grove, Pres., American Geophysical Union 
Dr. R. Pachauri, 

       Chmn, IPCC
       Lord Rees, President, The Royal Society     Sir John Mitchell, CEO, Hadley Centre
       Lord Lawson
Lord Leach
    Lord Monckton       Prime Minister       David Cameron MP

       Nick Clegg, MP
Ed Miliband MP     Christopher Booker

Mark Thompson, BBC
 
       Archbishop of Canterbury
 Archbishop of York
Bishop of London
Pope Benedict XVI

       Archbishop of Westminster      Cardinal George Pell, Sydney, Australia
As the spirit moves      

