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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
MIDDLE DISTRICT OF FLORIDA

JACKSONVILLE DIVISION
ERIN ELIZABETH FINN, Case No. 3:25-cv-00543-WWB-MCR
RIZZA ISLAM, SAYER ]I,
CHRISTIANE NORTHRUP,

BEN TAPPER,
and SHERRI TENPENNY,

Plaintiffs,

VS.

GLOBAL ENGAGEMENT CENTER,

CENTER FOR COUNTERING DIGITAL HATE, INC,,
CYBERSECURITY AND INFRASTRUCTURE SECURITY AGENCY,
ACTING DIRECTOR OF CISA BRIDGET BEAN, in her official capacity,
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE,

SECRETARY OF STATE MARCO RUBIO, in his official capacity,

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY,

SECRETARY OF THE DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY
KRISTI NOEM,, in her official capacity,

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION, DIRECTOR OF THE FEDERAL
BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION KASH PATEL, in his official capacity,
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION, FCC CHAIRMAN
BRENDAN CARR, in his official capacity,

PRESIDENT DONALD J. TRUMP, in his official capacity,

META PLATFORMS, INC., a Delaware corporation,

GOOGLE LLC, a Delaware limited liability company,

X CORP., a Nevada corporation, ROB FLAHERTY, individually,

VIVEK MURTHY, individually, ELVIS CHAN, individually,

IMRAN AHMED, and JOHN and JANE DOES 1-10,

Defendants.

FIRST AMENDED COMPLAINT FOR
DECLARATORY AND INJUNCTIVE RELIEF AND DAMAGES
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Plaintiffs bring this Complaint for damages and injunctive and declaratory
relief against the Defendants.

INTRODUCTION

“We are not afraid to entrust the American people with unpleasant facts, foreign ideas,
alien philosophies, and competitive values. For a nation that is afraid
to let its people judge the truth and falsehood in an open market

is a nation that is afraid of its people.”

— President John F. Kennedy
1. The Plaintiffs are healthcare professionals, researchers, and advocates
who have built substantial online presences and businesses centered around
health freedom, informed consent, and discussion of alternative approaches to
conventional medicine. For years prior to the events described in this Complaint,
Plaintiffs maintained active social media accounts with hundreds of thousands of
followers, published research, books, and articles, hosted podcasts, presented at
conferences, and operated successful businesses providing health-related
information, products, and services. Through these platforms, Plaintiffs exercised
their First Amendment rights to express views that sometimes challenged
mainstream medical consensus, particularly regarding vaccination policies, safety,
and efficacy —expressions that fall squarely within the realm of constitutionally

protected speech on matters of profound public concern.
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2. Beginning in early 2021, Plaintiffs became the targets of an
unprecedented and coordinated censorship campaign orchestrated through the
collaboration of government officials, agencies, non-governmental organizations,
and social media platforms. The Defendants’ censorship campaign was catalyzed
by the publication of the Center for Countering Digital Hate's Disinformation
Dozen report (“Disinformation Dozen Report”) — a methodologically opaque and
scientifically unsound document that made the extraordinary claim that 12
individuals, including all Plaintiffs, were allegedly responsible for "up to 65%" of
"anti-vaccine content" online. Despite its lack of transparency, peer review, or
verifiable data, this report was rapidly embraced by high-ranking government
officials and the media, who weaponized its conclusions to justify an aggressive
suppression of Plaintiffs' constitutionally protected speech. Imran Ahmed, the
public face of the Center for Countering Digital Hate, amplified the claims made
in the Disinformation Dozen Report, and publicly declared that the Plaintiffs were
defined by their “psychological need . . . to cause pain and to cause chaos” and
that they were “profiting from causing death.” What followed was not merely
private content moderation but a government-directed program of censorship that
leveraged the immense regulatory power of federal agencies to coerce platforms

into silencing specific individuals whom the government deemed problematic for
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challenging preferred narratives on public health policies.

3. The ensuing censorship campaign against Plaintiffs represents one of
the most severe threats to free speech in the digital age—a systematic effort to
excise certain viewpoints from the public square through the entanglement of
government power and private platform control. Government officials, including
those at the White House, explicitly targeted Plaintitfs by name, demanding their
removal from social media platforms and threatening regulatory consequences for
non-compliance. Social media executives, responding to this government
pressure, implemented synchronized enforcement actions that resulted in
Plaintiffs being deplatformed, shadow-banned, demonetized, and publicly
maligned. The consequences for Plaintiffs have been devastating — the destruction
of their digital presence built over many years, substantial financial losses, severe
reputational damage, and an ongoing inability to participate in public discourse
on matters of critical importance. Most troublingly, this campaign established a
dangerous precedent whereby government officials can circumvent First
Amendment protections by using their coercive power to deputize private
companies as agents of state censorship —a constitutional violation that strikes at

the very heart of America's democratic tradition of free and open debate.
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JURISDICTION AND VENUE

4. This Court has subject matter jurisdiction pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§
1331 and 1343 because this action arises under the First, Fifth, Seventh, and
Fourteenth Amendments to the United States Constitution.

5. Venue is proper in this judicial district pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§
1391(e)(1) because Plaintiffs Erin Elizabeth Finn and Sayer Ji reside in this district,
no real property is involved in the action, and Defendants include agencies of the
United States and officers and employees of the United States and its agencies
acting in their official capacities.

PARTIES

A.  Plaintiffs

6. Plaintiff Erin Elizabeth Finn is and at all times relevant to the
Complaint has been a citizen of, and domiciled in Florida, where she has
continuously resided since 2003. Ms. Finn operates Health Nut News, a health
advocacy platform with offices in Volusia County, Florida, and maintained
substantial social media accounts with approximately 1.2 million likes and
followers on Facebook, more than 150,000 followers on Instagram, tens of
thousands of subscribers on YouTube and nearly 1 billion views before the
censorship actions described in this Complaint. Ms. Finn conducts the majority of
First Amended Complaint for Declaratory and Injunctive Relief and Damages

Plaintiffs v. Global Engagement Center, et al.
Page 5 of 106



Case 3:25-cv-00543-WWB-MCR  Document 8 Filed 06/03/25 Page 6 of 106 PagelD 180

her business activities from Florida, including publishing content, hosting online
events, and managing her health advocacy operations, all of which were
substantially disrupted by Defendants' actions within this jurisdiction.

7. Plaintiff Ronnie StevensIslam, known as Rizza Islam is and at all
times relevant to the Complaint has been a citizen of, and domiciled in, Los
Angeles County, California, where he has continuously resided since birth.
Brother Rizza Islam maintained substantial social media accounts with
approximately 539,000 followers on Instagram and approximately 146,000
subscribers on YouTube prior to the censorship actions described in this
Complaint. In total, Rizza Islam was making 15 to 18 million impressions per week
across Facebook, Instagram, Twitter and YouTube. Rizza Islam regularly conducts
business activities that reach into Florida, including book sales and speaking
engagements, and has suffered economic and reputational harm that directly and
negatively impacted his operations and followers within Florida. Rizza Islam
holds an honorary doctorate in education.

8. Plaintiff Sayer Ji is a citizen of, and domiciled in, Miami-Dade
County, Florida. Sayer Ji has continuously resided in Florida since 1998. Sayer Ji is
the founder of GreenMedInfo LLC, a Florida-based health information platform

with its principal place of business in Miami-Dade, Florida. Sayer Ji is the co-
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founder of Stand for Health Freedom, a 501(c)(4) nonprofit organization, and the
author of Regenerate, an internationally best-selling book. Prior to the censorship
actions described in this Complaint, Sayer Ji operated social media accounts with
over 500,000 followers on Facebook, approximately 150,000 followers on
Instagram, and tens of thousands of followers on Twitter/X and a similar number
of subscribers on YouTube, through which he conducted substantial business
activities including content publishing, product marketing, and educational
outreach. Sayer Ji has dedicated his professional life to sharing evidence-based
information about the healing potential of foods, supplements, natural remedies,
and lifestyle practices aimed at empowering individuals to make informed
decisions about their health. Sayer Ji holds a B.A. in Philosophy from Rutgers
University.

9. Plaintiff Christiane Northrup is and at all times relevant to the
Complaint has been a citizen of, and domiciled in, the State of Maine, since 1981.
Dr. Northrup is a board-certified OB/GYN physician, a New York Times
bestselling author, and former assistant clinical professor at the University of
Vermont College of Medicine. Prior to the censorship actions described in this
Complaint, Dr. Northrup maintained substantial social media accounts with

approximately 2 million followers across multiple platforms and regularly
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conducted business activities that reached into Florida, including speaking
engagements, educational outreach, webinars, and book sales. Dr. Northrup has
suffered economic and reputational harm from Defendants' actions that directly
and negatively impacted her livelihood, women’s health education and outreach
operations, book sales, and professional affiliations.

10.  Plaintiff Ben Tapper is and at all times relevant to the Complaint has
been a citizen of, and domiciled in, Washington County, Nebraska where he has
continuously resided since 2012. Dr. Tapper is a licensed chiropractor and prior to
the censorship actions described in this Complaint, maintained social media
accounts making 3 to 4 million impressions per month across multiple platforms.
Dr. Tapper has suffered economic and reputational harm from Defendants' actions
that directly and negatively impacted his professional practice, his social media
following, his business operations, and his fundraising activities.

11.  Plaintiff Sherri Tenpenny is and at all times relevant to the
Complaint has been a citizen of, and domiciled in, Cuyahoga County, Ohio,
residing in Olmstead Falls, Ohio, where she has continuously resided since 1996.
Dr. Tenpenny is a board-certified osteopathic medical doctor, and prior to the
censorship actions described in this Complaint, maintained substantial social

media accounts with hundreds of thousands of followers across multiple social
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media platforms. Dr. Tenpenny regularly conducted business activities that
reached into Florida, including speaking engagements, educational outreach,
book sales, and supplement sales, and has suffered economic and reputational
harm from Defendants' actions that directly impacted her operations and
professional engagements within Florida.

12.  Plaintiffs bring claims for violation of their constitutional rights,
seeking injunctive and declaratory relief, as well as common law and state law
claims for civil conspiracy, tortious interference with contract, and defamation.

B.  Defendants

13. The Global Engagement Center (“GEC”), though no longer
operational after December 23, 2024, was at all material times relevant to this
action an interagency center housed in and funded by the State Department, and
headquartered in Washington, D.C. Despite its dissolution when Congress
declined to renew its authorization in the 2025 National Defense Authorization
Act the GEC remains a proper party to this action under the doctrine of successor
liability, with the Department of State maintaining responsibility for the GEC's
past actions, records, and legal obligations. The GEC originated in 2011 under
Executive Order 13584 as the Center for Strategic Counterterrorism

Communications and operated under the Bureau of Public Affairs using data
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analytics and funding for external research to combat so-called disinformation.
The GEC collaborated with agencies such as the Federal Bureau of Investigation
and the U.S. Department of Homeland Security (“DHS”) to influence social media
content moderation and used its capabilities to censor American citizens under the
guise of fighting foreign disinformation.

14.  Center for Countering Digital Hate, Inc. (“CCDH") is a non-profit
Non-Governmental Organization ("NGO") organized and existing under the laws
of Washington, D.C., with its principal place of business in Washington, D.C.
CCDH established itself as a U.S.-based nonprofit in 2021 but originated in the
United Kingdom, where its parent organization continues operations. CCDH
maintains substantial contacts with this district through its nationwide activities,
including deliberately targeting Florida residents such as Plaintiffs Erin Elizabeth
Finn and Sayer Ji through its publications. This Court has personal jurisdiction
over CCDH under Florida's long-arm statute because CCDH committed tortious
acts within Florida by publishing defamatory and harmful content specifically
concerning Florida residents with knowledge that such content would cause
injury within this jurisdiction. CCDH purposefully availed itself of the privilege
of conducting activities in Florida by directing its operations at Florida residents

and entities, creating a substantial connection with this forum sufficient to render
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the exercise of jurisdiction reasonable and consistent with traditional notions of
fair play and substantial justice. CCDH's publication of the Disinformation Dozen
Report and related materials targeting Plaintiffs was expressly calculated to reach
audiences within this jurisdiction and to influence content moderation decisions
affecting Florida residents' online speech and business activities.

15.  The Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency (“CISA”) is a
federal agency within the Department of Homeland Security tasked with
protecting the nation's critical infrastructure, including its information and
communication systems. Under the guise of addressing cyber threats and ensuring
election security, CISA expanded its mission to monitor and suppress online
speech labeled as “misinformation” or “disinformation.” Through programs such
as “switchboarding” and its partnerships with social media platforms, CISA
amplified and operationalized the Disinformation Dozen Report, pressuring
platforms to take enforcement actions against individuals named in the report,
including Plaintiffs. By coordinating closely with private platforms to influence
content moderation decisions, CISA blurred the line between public and private
action, acting as a central instrument in the government’s unconstitutional
suppression of protected speech. These actions caused direct harm to Plaintiffs’

reputations, businesses, and expressive rights, violating their First Amendment
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protections.

16.  Acting Director of the Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security
Agency Bridget Bean, as successor to Jen Easterly (“Easterly”), who served as the
Director of CISA within the Department of Homeland Security, where she
oversaw efforts to address cyber threats and safeguard critical infrastructure,
including the information space. Under Easterly’s leadership, CISA engaged in
extensive coordination with social media platforms to monitor and suppress
online speech labeled as “misinformation” or “disinformation,” often targeting
viewpoints critical of government policies. Easterly’s agency was instrumental in
amplifying and operationalizing the findings of the Disinformation Dozen Report,
leveraging its partnerships with platforms to ensure enforcement actions against
individuals identified in the report, including Plaintiffs. By orchestrating
“switchboarding” and other collaborative efforts with social media companies,
Easterly’s actions blurred the lines between public and private functions, resulting
in the unconstitutional suppression of protected speech and causing direct
economic and reputational harm to the Plaintiffs. Her conduct exemplifies the
pervasive entwinement of government and private entities in violating First
Amendment rights.

17.  The U.S. Department of State (“State Department”) is an executive
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agency of the United States of America, headquartered in Washington, D.C. As the
nation's lead foreign affairs agency, the State Department played a pivotal role in
the government's coordinated censorship campaign by leveraging its diplomatic
influence, resources, and global information operations to target and suppress
protected speech domestically. Under the pretext of combating foreign
disinformation and securing U.S. interests abroad, the State Department funded
and directed initiatives through its Global Engagement Center and other
diplomatic channels to develop censorship technologies, tactics, and partnerships
with social media platforms that were ultimately deployed against American
citizens, including the Plaintiffs. The State Department established formal
meetings with technology companies, pressured platform executives through
diplomatic channels, and diverted taxpayer resources intended for countering
foreign threats toward the surveillance and suppression of lawful domestic
speech. State Department officials routinely shared information derived from the
Disinformation Dozen Report with foreign counterparts and international
organizations, amplifying the false narrative that Plaintiffs were spreading
dangerous misinformation, thereby legitimizing censorship efforts both
domestically and internationally. Through these actions, the State Department

transcended its statutory authority and constitutional limitations, transforming
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tools designed for diplomatic engagement into instruments of domestic speech
suppression in direct contravention of the First Amendment protections afforded
to all Americans, including Plaintiffs.

18.  Marco Rubio, in his official capacity as United States Secretary of
State, is a Defendant and the successor to former Secretary of State Antony
Blinken. As Secretary of State, Blinken oversaw the Department of State and its
subordinate agencies, including the Global Engagement Center, which played a
critical role in the censorship activities described in this Complaint. Secretary
Rubio is responsible for the Department of State's policies, operations, and
practices, including those that existed during his predecessor's tenure and
collusive activity with social media platforms to suppress Plaintiffs'
constitutionally protected speech. Under the principle of successor liability for
official capacity suits, Secretary Rubio is automatically substituted as a defendant
for claims against the office, regardless of whether the challenged actions occurred
prior to his appointment. His inclusion as a Defendant is necessary to ensure
complete relief for Plaintiffs, including the implementation of any injunctive
measures ordered by this Court to remedy the constitutional violations alleged
herein.

19.  The U.S. Department of Homeland Security (“DHS”) is an executive
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agency of the United States of America, headquartered in Washington, D.C.
Created in response to the September 11 attacks through the Homeland Security
Act of 2002, the DHS is tasked with public security responsibilities focusing on
terrorism, border security, immigration, cybersecurity, and disaster prevention
and management. Through its subordinate agencies and offices, including the
Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency, the DHS played a central role
in the government's efforts to monitor, flag, and suppress online speech deemed
"misinformation" or "disinformation." The DHS leveraged its cybersecurity
mission to expand into content moderation, establishing formalized partnerships
with social media companies that resulted in the censorship of protected speech,
including that of the Plaintiffs. These actions were carried out under the pretense
of protecting critical infrastructure and addressing national security concerns, yet
effectively served to silence legitimate political and scientific discourse that
challenged government narratives.

20. Kristi Noem, in her official capacity as the Secretary of the
Department of Homeland Security, is the successor to former Secretary of the
Department of Homeland Security Alejandro Mayorkas (“Mayorkas”). Mayorkas
oversaw the agency’s operations, including its involvement in addressing

disinformation through entities like the Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security
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Agency. Under Mayorkas’ leadership, DHS played a critical role in coordinating
government efforts to monitor and suppress online speech deemed
“misinformation” or “disinformation,” including by leveraging partnerships with
social media platforms. Mayorkas amplified and endorsed the use of tools like
the Disinformation Dozen Reportto target and silence individuals whose
viewpoints contradicted government narratives, including Plaintiffs. By enabling
and directing DHS components to collaborate with private platforms in
suppressing speech, Secretary Mayorkas facilitated unconstitutional actions that
caused economic, reputational, and expressive harm to Plaintiffs while eroding
First Amendment protections. His actions represent a central component of the
government’s joint participation in a censorship campaign against dissenting
voices. Secretary Noem is responsible for the Department of Homeland Security's
policies, operations, and practices, including those that existed during her
predecessor's tenure. Under the principle of successor liability for official capacity
suits, Secretary Noem is automatically substituted as a Defendant for claims
against the office, regardless of whether the challenged actions occurred prior to
her appointment. Her inclusion as a Defendant is necessary to ensure complete
relief for Plaintiffs, including the implementation of any injunctive measures

ordered by this Court to remedy the constitutional violations alleged herein.
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21. The Federal Bureau of Investigation (“FBI” or “Bureau”)is the
principal federal law enforcement agency of the United States, operating as a
component of the Department of Justice and headquartered in Washington, D.C.
Despite its statutory mandate to investigate federal crimes and protect national
security, the FBI exceeded these boundaries by establishing systematic
coordination with social media platforms to flag, monitor, and suppress lawful
speech that challenged government narratives on matters of public concern.
Through dedicated communication channels with technology companies, regular
meetings with platform executives, and the development of specialized units
focused on "combating misinformation," the FBI pressured private entities to take
enforcement actions against individuals identified in the Disinformation Dozen
Report, including Plaintiffs. The Bureau leveraged its significant investigative
authority and law enforcement power to create a climate of intimidation among
platforms, implying potential regulatory or criminal consequences for failing to
address content the FBI deemed problematic. This entanglement of government
authority with private censorship decisions transformed platform content
moderation into state action, effectively circumventing First Amendment
protections that would otherwise prohibit direct government censorship. The FBI's

actions directly resulted in the suppression of Plaintiffs' protected speech, causing
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substantial harm to their reputations, businesses, and constitutional rights.

22.  Kash Patel (“Patel”), in his official capacity as Director of the Federal
Bureau of Investigation, is a Defendant and the successor to former FBI Director
Christopher Wray. As FBI Director, Patel oversees all operations, policies, and
personnel of the Bureau, including the continuation or potential reformation of
programs established under his predecessor that facilitated coordination with
social media platforms for content moderation purposes. Director Patel bears
responsibility for the ongoing effects of his agency's past unconstitutional actions
against Plaintiffs and the continuing harm resulting from the institutional
infrastructure created to suppress lawful speech. Under established principles of
successor liability in official capacity suits, Director Patel is automatically
substituted as a Defendant for claims against the office, regardless of whether the
specific challenged actions occurred during former Director Wray's tenure. His
inclusion as a Defendant is necessary to ensure complete relief for Plaintiffs,
including the implementation of any injunctive measures ordered by this Court to
remedy the constitutional violations alleged herein.

23. The Federal Communications Commission ("FCC") is an
independent agency of the United States government, created by statute to

regulate interstate communications by radio, television, wire, satellite, and cable
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across the United States. Headquartered in Washington, D.C., the FCC operates
under the authority of the Communications Act of 1934, as amended, and is
directed by five Commissioners appointed by the President and confirmed by the
Senate. The FCC played a significant role in the government's coordinated
censorship campaign by leveraging its regulatory authority over broadcast and
digital media to pressure platforms into suppressing Plaintiffs' protected speech.
Under the pretext of combating "misinformation" and ensuring "media
responsibility," the FCC established formal and informal channels of
communication with social media companies, encouraging the outright banning
of the Disinformation Dozen and removal of content associated with the
Disinformation Dozen, including Plaintiffs. Specifically, in approximately April
2022, the FCC directly pressured the social platform and messaging app
"Community" to ban Plaintiff Rizza Islam's account for allegedly violating the
FCC’s COVID-19 misinformation policies. This intervention resulted in the
immediate termination of Rizza Islam's account, which served as a critical channel
for his health advocacy and educational outreach. The FCC's involvement was
particularly problematic given its statutory power to issue or revoke broadcasting
licenses and impose substantial fines on regulated entities, creating an implicit

threat of adverse regulatory action for platforms that failed to comply with
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censorship demands. Through public statements, private communications, and
regulatory guidance, FCC officials signaled to platforms that removing Plaintiffs'
content would be viewed favorably in regulatory matters, effectively converting
private content moderation decisions into state action subject to First Amendment
constraints. The FCC's actions directly contributed to the suppression of Plaintiffs'
constitutionally protected speech, causing substantial economic, reputational, and
expressive harm that continues to this day.

24.  Brendan Carr (“Carr”), in his official capacity as Chairman of the
Federal Communications Commission, is a Defendant and the successor to former
FCC Chairwoman Jessica Rosenworcel. As Chairman, Carr oversees all
operations, policies, and personnel of the Commission, including the continuation
or potential reformation of programs established under his predecessor that
facilitated coordination with social media platforms for content moderation
purposes. Chairman Carr bears responsibility for the ongoing effects of his
agency's past unconstitutional actions against Plaintiffs and the continuing harm
resulting from the institutional infrastructure created to suppress lawful speech.
During Chairwoman Rosenworcel's tenure, the FCC leveraged its regulatory
authority to pressure digital communication platforms, including "Community,"

to remove content associated with the Disinformation Dozen, including Plaintiff
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Rizza Islam's account in or about April 2022, despite having no direct regulatory
authority over such content. These actions represented a significant overreach of
the FCC's statutory mandate and violated Plaintiffs' First Amendment rights.
Under established principles of successor liability in official capacity suits,
Chairman Carr is automatically substituted as a Defendant for claims against the
office, regardless of whether the specific challenged actions occurred during
former Chairwoman Rosenworcel's tenure. His inclusion as a Defendant is
necessary to ensure complete relief for Plaintiffs, including the implementation of
any injunctive measures ordered by this Court to remedy the constitutional
violations alleged herein.

25.  President Donald J. Trump, as successor to President Joseph R.
Biden, in his official capacity as President of the United States, is responsible for
supervising the executive branch of government, including the White House and
federal agencies such as the U.S. Department of State, the Department of
Homeland Security, the Global Engagement Center, the Cybersecurity and
Infrastructure Security Agency, and the Federal Bureau of Investigation. Under
President Biden’s leadership, the executive branch engaged in coordinated efforts
to suppress lawful speech on social media platforms, often relying on reports like

the Disinformation Dozen Report to justify these actions. These efforts included
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coercing platforms to adopt censorship policies targeting individuals, including
Plaintiffs, whose viewpoints challenged the administration’s preferred narratives
on critical issues like public health and elections. President Biden’s administration
directed and encouraged government agencies and officials, including senior
White House staff, to engage in unconstitutional collusion with private platforms,
resulting in the suppression of protected speech and causing economic,
reputational, and expressive harm to Plaintiffs. President Biden’s conduct
exemplifies the pervasive entwinement of government authority with private
actors to silence dissent in violation of the First Amendment. 1 Although President
Trump was uninvolved in the conduct alleged herein (and even opposed it), his
inclusion as a Defendant in his official capacity is necessary to ensure complete
relief for Plaintiffs, including the implementation of any injunctive measures
ordered by this Court to remedy the constitutional violations alleged herein.

26. Meta Platforms, Inc.(“Meta” or “Facebook”) is a Delaware
corporation with its principal place of business in Menlo Park, California,
operating the social media platform known as Facebook, which targets users and

generates revenue in this District. This Court has personal jurisdiction over Meta

1 The preceding Defendants identified beginning at paragraph 13 and through this paragraph
are collectively referred to as the “Government” or the “Government Defendants”.
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Platforms, Inc. because it conducts substantial and continuous business in Florida,
maintains a significant user base within the state, and derives considerable
revenue from Florida-based users and advertisers. Meta maintains specific
jurisdiction in this forum through its targeting of Florida residents through data-
driven advertising, content delivery systems, and personalized algorithmic
features designed specifically for Florida audiences. Meta Platforms, Inc. played a
central role in the government-coordinated censorship campaign by participating
in regular meetings with federal officials where they discussed targeted
enforcement actions against the Disinformation Dozen. Following these
discussions, Meta implemented a systematic campaign of censorship against
Plaintiffs, taking specific adverse actions including: deleting Plaintiff Sayer Ji's
GreenMedInfo Facebook account with over 500,000 followers on July 3, 2021;
removing multiple Instagram accounts belonging to Plaintiff Rizza Islam between
March and May 2021; imposing "penalties" against "nearly two dozen additional
Pages, groups or accounts" linked to the Disinformation Dozen; penalizing
Plaintiff Christiane Northrup by shadow banning her posts and reducing her
audience reach across Facebook and Instagram by more than 2,000,000 followers;
subjecting Plaintiff Ben Tapper to account restrictions, content filtering,

engagement throttling, and temporary suspensions; and permanently suspending
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Plaintiff Sherri Tenpenny from her Facebook and Instagram accounts. Meta's
internal communications, as revealed in the complaint, demonstrate that it took
these actions in direct response to "policy pressure" from the White House, which
was explicitly "exerting policy pressure" to remove the Plaintiffs” accounts having
been identified as members of the Disinformation Dozen. These purposeful
activities directed at Florida residents, including the Plaintiffs, establish minimum
contacts sufficient to support jurisdiction.

27.  Google LLC (“Google”), a Delaware limited liability company with
its principal place of business in Mountain View, California, operates the video-
sharing platform known as YouTube. This Court has personal jurisdiction over
Google because it conducts substantial business in Florida, maintains offices
within the state, and operates interactive platforms that are regularly accessed by
millions of Florida residents, including Plaintiffs. Google purposefully availed
itself of this jurisdiction by marketing its services to Florida residents, collecting
data from Florida users, and generating significant revenue from Florida-based
activities. Google participated directly in the government-coordinated censorship
campaign by attending regular meetings with federal officials where they
discussed content moderation actions targeting the Disinformation Dozen. In

response to government pressure, Google implemented its '"medical
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misinformation policy" in a manner that disproportionately targeted Plaintiffs,
resulting in the removal of their content and channels from YouTube. Specifically,
on September 29, 2021, Google notified Plaintiff Erin Elizabeth Finn that it had
removed her YouTube channel, citing unspecified violations of "Medical
Misinformation" policies. Google also deleted Plaintiff Rizza Islam's YouTube
channel on March 22, 2021, Plaintiff Sayer Ji's GreenMedInfo YouTube channel on
July 22, 2021, and permanently banned Plaintiff Sherri Tenpenny from
maintaining or operating a YouTube channel. Google's censorship activities
directly harmed Plaintiffs' reputations, businesses, and constitutional rights, and
these effects continue to the present day as Google LLC maintains the
infrastructure, algorithms, and policies developed during its collusion with
government officials. These systematic contacts with Florida and direct actions
affecting Florida residents render Google LLC subject to this Court's jurisdiction.
28. X Corp., (“X” or “Twitter”), a Nevada corporation with its principal
place of business in Bastrop, Texas, operates the social media platform known as
X (formerly Twitter). This Court has personal jurisdiction over X Corp. because it
maintains continuous and systematic contacts with Florida through its interactive
platform that is accessible to and regularly used by millions of Florida residents,

including Plaintiffs. The censorship activities alleged in this Complaint primarily
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occurred when the platform was known as Twitter, Inc. (“Twitter”), prior to its
October 2022 acquisition by Elon Musk and subsequent rebranding as X Corp. in
April 2023. However, X Corp., as Twitter's corporate successor, bears legal
responsibility for the actions, policies, and content moderation decisions
implemented by its predecessor entity. During the relevant period, Twitter
participated in regular meetings with government officials, including
representatives from the FBI, DHS, CISA, and the White House, where they were
pressured to take specific actions against the Disinformation Dozen, including
Plaintiffs. Twitter responded to this government coercion by shadow-banning,
flagging, restricting, and ultimately removing Plaintiffs' accounts. Twitter
permanently deleted Sayer Ji's GreenMedInfo account on March 7, 2021, (which
had been in good standing for 13 years prior to the government's censorship
campaign) and deleted Dr. Tenpenny’s account (which had approximately 150,000
followers at the time). X Corp.'s continued enforcement of content policies
developed during this period of government coercion, and its maintenance of
records and data related to the censored accounts, make it a necessary party for

complete relief in this action.2

2 Google, Meta, and X are collectively referred to in this Complaint as the “Social Media
Defendants”.
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Government Officials (Individually)

29.  Rob Flaherty (“Flaherty”) served as Deputy Assistant to the President
and Director of the Office of Digital Strategy at the White House, where he played
a central role in coordinating the Biden Administration’s efforts to influence social
media platforms” moderation of content. Flaherty actively pressured platforms
such as Facebook, Twitter, and Google to suppress speech deemed contrary to the
administration’s preferred narratives, including content critical of government
policies on public health and elections. Flaherty amplified the findings of the
Disinformation Dozen Report and demanded swift action against individuals
named within it, including Plaintiffs, by questioning the platforms” commitment
to combating misinformation and implying regulatory consequences for non-
compliance. Through frequent communications with social media executives,
Flaherty used his authority to significantly encourage or coerce platforms into
removing, suppressing, or de-amplifying speech protected under the First
Amendment, directly resulting in harm to Plaintiffs” reputations, businesses, and
expressive rights. Flaherty’s actions, including specific emails sent on or about
May 6, 2021, to executives at Facebook, explicitly demanding the removal of
Plaintiffs” posts, constitute a direct violation of their First Amendment rights to

free speech, akin to unconstitutional government coercion recognized in Bantam
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Books, Inc. v. Sullivan, 372 U.S. 58 (1963). His conduct falls within the scope of
Bivens?3 liability, as it mirrors unlawful government overreach into private speech,
and no special factors —such as national security or statutory remedies — preclude
relief, given the absence of alternative mechanisms like the APA to compensate
Plaintiffs’ economic and reputational damages. Flaherty’s demands were not
general policy directives but targeted interventions against Plaintiffs, violating
clearly established law that prohibits government officials from coercing private
entities to censor protected speech, as a reasonable official in his position would
have known.

30. Vivek Murthy (“Murthy”) served as the Surgeon General of the
United States during the relevant time period. On July 13, 2021, Murthy published
the report titled 'Confronting Health Misinformation,' which explicitly referenced
and legitimized the CCDH's Disinformation Dozen Report as an authoritative
source to justify his desired censorship of Plaintiffs. Murthy cited the
Disinformation Dozen Report as the sole source for claiming the existence of
COVID-19 misinformation "super-spreaders" and recommended that technology
platforms 'prioritize early detection' of these individuals and 'impose clear

consequences' for their accounts. Murthy’s personal involvement in amplifying

3 Bivens v. Six Unknown Named Agents of Fed. Bureau of Narcotics, 403 U.S. 388 (1971).
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and operationalizing the CCDH report through official government channels
directly resulted in the targeted suppression of Plaintiffs” protected speech across
multiple platforms. By using his position and authority to pressure private
companies to take specific adverse actions against the Plaintiffs based on their
viewpoints, Murthy personally participated in the violation of Plaintiffs’
constitutional rights. Murthy’s actions went beyond merely advocating for general
health policy in his role as Surgeon General and instead directly targeted
Plaintiffs. Murthy’s conduct, including his public statements during the summer
of 2021 and direct communications with social media platform executives,
constituted government-orchestrated censorship akin to the unconstitutional
interference in Bantam Books, Inc., 372 U.S. at 58, and is redressable under Bivens as
an extension of recognized protections against government overreach into private
expression. No special factors counsel hesitation, as Murthy’s actions were not tied
to national security, and no alternative remedy, such as injunctive relief against
the Surgeon General’s office, addresses Plaintiffs” past financial and reputational
losses. By knowingly endorsing a report he knew or should have known
improperly targeted Plaintiffs’ lawful speech, Murthy violated a clearly
established First Amendment right against viewpoint-based censorship, which

any reasonable official would recognize as unlawful under existing precedent.
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31.  Elvis Chan (“Chan”) is a Supervisory Special Agent with the Federal
Bureau of Investigation who served as a key intermediary between federal
agencies and social media platforms in addressing so-called disinformation and
misinformation. In his role, Chan coordinated regular meetings with executives
from major platforms, including Facebook, Twitter, and Google, to influence their
content moderation policies and enforcement actions. Chan actively promoted
government narratives regarding the spread of online misinformation and
amplified the findings of the Disinformation Dozen Report, which unfairly
targeted Plaintiffs as alleged "super-spreaders" of misinformation. His actions,
including urging platforms to take punitive measures against the individuals
identified in the report, directly contributed to the suppression of constitutionally
protected speech, causing economic, reputational, and operational harm to the
Plaintiffs. Chan’s conduct represents a central element of the government’s
pervasive entwinement with private entities to silence dissenting voices in
violation of the First Amendment. Chan’s specific directives, including meetings
throughout 2021 in which he instructed the Social Media Defendants to suspend
Plaintiffs” accounts based on the Disinformation Dozen Report, mirror the coercive
government action prohibited in Bantam Books, Inc., 372 U.S. at 58, and warrant

Bivens relief as an analogous violation of constitutional speech protections. No
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special factors bar this claim, as Chan’s actions were not driven by legitimate
national security concerns but by viewpoint discrimination, and no statutory
remedy compensates Plaintiffs’ losses. By deliberately targeting Plaintiffs’
protected speech for suppression, Chan violated a clearly established First
Amendment right, as any reasonable FBI agent would understand under
precedents prohibiting government-induced censorship.

Other Individuals

32. Imran Ahmed (“Ahmed”) is the public face of the Center for
Countering Digital Hate. This Court has personal jurisdiction over Defendant
Imran Ahmed, an individual residing in or conducting significant activities from
Washington, D.C., pursuant to Florida’s long-arm statute, Fla. Stat. § 48.193, and
consistent with the Due Process Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment. Ahmed, as
the Chief Executive Officer of the Center for Countering Digital Hate, purposefully
directed tortious activities at Florida residents, including Plaintiffs Erin Elizabeth
Finn and Sayer Ji, by authoring, publishing, and promoting the Disinformation
Dozen Report and subsequent CCDH reports, which specifically targeted these
Plaintiffs with defamatory and harmful allegations. These actions were calculated
to cause reputational and economic injury in Florida, where Ms. Finn and Mr. Ji

reside and operate their businesses. Ahmed’s public statements, including his
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March 28, 2021, appearance on the podcast DOOMED with Matt Binder, where he
accused Plaintiff Sayer Ji of “profiting from causing death,” were disseminated to
a national audience, including Florida, with the intent to amplify the report’s
impact and provoke censorship of Florida-based Plaintiffs. Additionally, Ahmed’s
coordination with other Defendants, including government officials and social
media platforms, to suppress Plaintiffs” speech further demonstrates his
purposeful availment of this forum, as these actions directly affected Florida
residents” ability to engage in protected speech and conduct business. Ahmed’s
contacts with Florida are sufficient to establish specific jurisdiction, as the claims
arise from his intentional conduct targeting Florida residents, and the exercise of
jurisdiction comports with fair play and substantial justice given the significant
harm suffered by Plaintiffs in this district.

33. John and Jane Does 1-10 are currently unidentified federal
government officials, employees, contractors, agents, representatives of non-
governmental organizations, or private individuals who acted in concert with
federal officials and under color of federal law in the coordinated campaign to
censor, suppress, or deplatform Plaintiffs as described in this Complaint. These
individuals include, but are not limited to: (a) government officials who

communicated with social media companies to flag, target, or pressure for
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removal of Plaintiffs' content; (b) government employees who participated in
regular meetings with social media platforms where enforcement actions against
the Disinformation Dozen were discussed; (c) individuals who contributed to,
amplified, or operationalized the CCDH's report within government agencies; (d)
federal officials who directed, supervised, or facilitated the creation or
implementation of systems, policies, or procedures designed to monitor or
suppress Plaintiffs' protected speech; (e) representatives of currently unidentified
non-governmental organizations who collaborated with federal officials to target
Plaintiffs through joint initiatives, information sharing, resource coordination, or
participation in private-public partnerships focused on content moderation; and
(f) individuals employed by or affiliated with non-profit organizations who
received federal funding, guidance, or direction to flag, monitor, or suppress
Plaintiffs' protected speech while acting as de facto agents of the government.
Plaintiffs intend to amend this Complaint to name these individuals once their
identities are revealed through discovery. This Court has subject matter
jurisdiction over claims against these Defendants pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§ 1331
and 1343 because the claims arise under the United States Constitution and 42
U.S.C. § 1983, and personal jurisdiction because these individuals purposefully

directed their activities at residents of this forum, causing harm that they knew or
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should have known would be suffered in this District.

STATEMENT OF FACTS

The Disinformation Dozen Report
34.  Onor about March 24, 2021, Defendant Center for Countering Digital
Hate, Inc. published a report titled The Disinformation Dozen which accused 12
individuals,* including each of the Plaintiffs, of being responsible for "up to 65%"
of anti-vaccine content on social media generally, and “up to 73%” of the anti-

vaccine content on Facebook specifically.

Ce|

Co r::g Our work About Research + Policy Blog Join Donate Q search
Digital Hate

Home » Research + policy » The Disil ion Dozen

THE
DISINFORMATION
DOZEN

Why platforms must act on twelve leading
online anti-vaxxers

Just twelve anti-vaxxers are responsible for almost two-thirds of
anti-vaccine content circulating on social media platforms. This new
analysis of content posted or shared to social media over 812,000 times
between February and March uncovers how a tiny group of determined
anti-vaxxers is responsible for a tidal wave of disinformation—and shows
how platforms can fix it by enforcing their standards.

Download report Find out more

A copy of the Disinformation Dozen Report is attached to this Complaint

as Exhibit A.

¢ There are actually 13 individuals named on the CCDH’s list, but it still referred to them as the
Disinformation Dozen, which was just the first of many liberties CCDH took with the facts.
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35.  The clear implication was (and is) that if these 12 people could be
effectively silenced, the vast majority of anti-vaccine “misinformation” could be
removed.

36. The CCDH recklessly published and promoted its Disinformation
Dozen Report to stoke fear and anger against and discredit —i.e., destroy the
reputations of — the so-called Disinformation Dozen. Imran Ahmed promoted the
Disinformation Dozen Report on an episode of Doomed with Matt Binder, published
on or about March 28, 2021, in which Ahmed claimed that the Plaintiffs were
defined by “a psychological need . . . to cause pain and to cause chaos” and
specifically accused Plaintiff Sayer Ji of “profiting from causing death.”

37.  The Disinformation Dozen Report targeted Plaintiffs and the others
as leading sources of so-called "misinformation," urging social media platforms to
act against them, including explicitly calling for censoring and deplatforming

them.
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Deplatform the Disinformation Dozen

The most effective and efficient way to stop the dissemination of harmful information is
to deplatform the mast highly visible repeat offenders, who we term the Disinformation
Dozen. This should also include the organisations these individuals control or fund, as
well as any backup accounts they have established to evade remaoval.

1. Joseph Mercola

2. Robert F. Kennedy, Jr.
3. Tyand Charlene Bollinger
4. Sherri Tenpenny

5. Rizzalslam

6. Rashid Buttar

7. Erin Elizabeth

8. Sauyerli

9. Kelly Brogan

10. Christiane Northrup
11. Ben Tapper

12. Kevin Jenkins

38.  CCDH’s Disinformation Dozen Report became a central tool used by
various actors, including other Defendants, to justify and excuse harmful and
adverse actions against Plaintiffs.

39.  The Disinformation Dozen Report purported to rely on an “analysis
of social media content” to identify individuals spreading misinformation.
However, CCDH failed to disclose any detailed methodology or criteria for its
analysis.

40.  The Disinformation Dozen Report:

a. Did not provide data sources, algorithms, or metrics used to
calculate the claim that the Disinformation Dozen were responsible for
"65%" of vaccine misinformation.

b. Omitted any explanation of how content was categorized as

"misinformation" or the qualifications of those making such determinations.
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C. Lacked peer review or independent verification, rendering its
conclusions unverifiable and unscientific.

41. CCDH’s failure to articulate a transparent and reproducible
methodology raises significant questions about bias and the reliability of its
conclusions. The organization’s stated mission to combat "digital hate" and
"disinformation" suggests a predisposition to target individuals with views
opposing mainstream narratives. By focusing disproportionately on individuals
with large followings, such as Plaintiffs, CCDH appeared to prioritize their
visibility and influence over any objective assessment of their content’s accuracy
or public harm.

42.  CCDH explicitly called for social media platforms to remove or
restrict the accounts of the listed individuals. This recommendation was made
without presenting concrete evidence linking the Plaintiffs to demonstrable harm
or establishing that their content violated applicable laws. The report's
inflammatory language and conclusory claims were crafted to provoke a reaction
from platforms and the public, effectively weaponizing the report as a tool for
censorship.

43. CCDH published a follow-up report, The Disinformation Dozen: The

Sequel, on or about April 28, 2021, (the “Sequel Report”) which pressured social

First Amended Complaint for Declaratory and Injunctive Relief and Damages
Plaintiffs v. Global Engagement Center, et al.
Page 37 of 106



Case 3:25-cv-00543-WWB-MCR  Document 8  Filed 06/03/25 Page 38 of 106 PagelD 212

media companies and Big Tech to increase censorship of the “Disinformation

Dozen”.

THE
DISINFORMATION
DOZEN: THE SEQUEL

How Big Tech is failing to act on leading
anti-vaxxers despite bipartisan calls from
Congress

Appearing before Congress in March, tech CEOs promised to act on twelve
anti-vaxxers who are responsible for almost two-thirds of anti-vaccine
content circulating on social media. One month on, our report shows that

Big Tech has failed to act, allowing the spread of vaccine disinformation
) S DISINFQRMATION DOZEN:
that has been viewed up to 29 million times. THE SEQUEL

Download report Find out more

HOW BIG T!

A copy of The Sequel Report is attached to this Complaint as Exhibit B.

44.  Despite CCDH's evident lack of rigor, other Defendants —including
government agencies, social media platforms, and NGOs—repeated and
amplified the report’s conclusions. These Defendants cited the CCDH report as an
authoritative source, even though they knew or should have known that its
methodology was opaque and its conclusions unsubstantiated. By doing so, these
Defendants perpetuated the harm caused by CCDH’s baseless allegations,
contributing to the reputational and economic damage suffered by Plaintiffs.

45.  For one of many examples, on May 6, 2021, Deputy Assistant to the

President, Rob Flaherty, emailed a contact at Facebook encouraging Facebook to
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deplatform the Plaintiffs. Flaherty is not an academic or law enforcement agent;
he is a political operative, having worked for the Democratic National Committee
and on various Democratic campaigns. He is not a credentialed specialist.

46. In his email to Facebook’s moderation team, Flaherty specifically

referenced the “disinfo dozen,” invoking the Disinformation Dozen Report.

From: Flaherty, Rob EOP/WHO

Sent: 5/6/20216:17:28 PM
To: B fb.com]
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] FW: COVID Genomic Sequencing

So| guess| have twoquestions here:

1. He references the “three” widest reach posts, of which | believethisis one:
https://www.facebook.com/DeeBlock253/posts/3528944520539112

For one, it'sstillup and seems to have gotten pretty far. And it’s got 365k shareswith four comments. We've talked
about thisin a different context, but how does something likethathappen? The top post, the one from the Wisconsin
newsstation, has 2.1 million comments. Am | looking at one instance of sharing (so, one of the 365,000 shares) or is this
genuinely a post that has been shared nearly 400,000 times but only four people commented on it? What is your
assessmentof whatisgoingon here?

Won’t come as a shock to you that we’re particularlyinterestedin your demotion efforts, which | don’t think we have a
good handle on(and, based on the below, itdoesn’t seem like youdo either). Not to sound like a broken record, but
how much contentis being demoted, and how effectiveare you at mitigatingreach, and how quickly? As I've said, |
don’tthink our positionis that you should remove vaccine hesitant stuff. However, slowingit down seems reasonable. |
just can't describe what it means or how you know its working.

Also, health groups: sure. Butitseems more likely thatanti-vaxstuffis moving in groupsthat are not about health but
are..momcentric, or otherspaces. Strikes me as the issue here is less fromsingle-use anti-vaccine accounts and more
about people who...do otherthings and are alsovaccine hesitant. Seems like your “dedicated vaccine hesitancy” policy
isn"t stoppingthe disinfo dozen —~they’re being deemed as not dedicated -- so it feelslike that problem likely carries over
to groups.

47.  In other words, the most powerful political administration in the
world —the White House —secretly targeted law-abiding private citizens and
attempted to injure them for no other reason than saying things with which the
White House disagreed.

48. The other Defendants, who each claimed to have relied on the

Disinformation Dozen Report, failed to exercise basic due diligence before
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adopting its conclusions. They ignored the report’s lack of transparency, absence
of peer review, and evident ideological bias.

49. These failures were particularly egregious given the significant
consequences of acting on such an unverified document, including the
suppression of Plaintiffs’ speech, reputational harm, and loss of business
opportunities.

The Government’s Role in
Amplifying CCDH’s Disinformation Dozen Report

50.  After the publication of the CCDH’s Disinformation Dozen Report,
government officials and agencies quickly embraced its findings, adopting the
report as a cornerstone of their censorship efforts.

51. High-ranking officials from the White House, including Deputy
Assistant to the President Rob Flaherty, directly engaged with social media
platforms, citing the CCDH’s conclusions as justification for their demands for
content moderation. The government’s reliance on the CCDH’s report, despite its
lack of transparency and scientific rigor, marked a critical escalation in the
suppression of dissenting speech.

52. As CNN reported, “[tthe White House seized on [the CCDH

Disinformation Dozen] report and hammered the platform [Facebook] in July for
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allowing the people identified in the report to remain on its platform.”5

53.  Emails and communications revealed in Missouri v. Biden® show that
Flaherty and other White House officials actively pressured Facebook and Twitter
to take aggressive action against the individuals named in the CCDH report. For
example:

a. Flaherty chastised Facebook for not removing posts by the
Disinformation Dozen, explicitly demanding stricter content moderation
and threatening further scrutiny if the platforms failed to comply.

b. These communications demonstrated the government’s intent
to suppress constitutionally protected speech under the guise of combating
"misinformation."

54.  Various agencies, including the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (“CDC”), the Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency, and
the Surgeon General’s Office, held regular meetings with social media companies
to address the spread of purported "misinformation." In these meetings:

a. Government  representatives  presented data  and

5 Oliver Darcy, Facebook takes action against “disinformation dozen” after White House
pressure, CNN Business (Aug. 18, 2021, 8:17 PM),

https:/ /www.cnn.com/2021/08/18/ tech/facebook-disinformation-dozen/index.html.
8 Missouri v. Biden, No. 22-cv-1213 (W.D. La., July 4, 2023).
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recommendations derived from the CCDH report, framing the

Disinformation Dozen as uniquely dangerous actors responsible for a

disproportionate amount of vaccine-related misinformation online.

b. Social media platforms were instructed to adjust algorithms,
reduce the visibility of posts by these individuals, and in some cases, remove
their accounts entirely.

55.  The Government and Social Media Defendants jointly implemented
multiple formalized censorship mechanisms to systematically suppress Plaintiffs’
speech. One primary mechanism was the 'switchboard' operation run through
CISA's Mis-, Dis-, and Malinformation (“MDM”) team, which began functioning
in early 2021. As CISA openly admitted on April 12, 2022, the 'MDM team serves
as a switchboard for routing disinformation concerns to appropriate social media
platforms' and has 'expanded the breadth of reporting to include... more social
media platforms.' This centralized reporting system allows government officials
across agencies to funnel censorship requests through a single channel, effectively
laundering censorship demands through CISA to maintain plausible deniability.

56. A second mechanism involved the creation of privileged reporting
channels exclusively for government use. Beginning in February 2021, Facebook

trained CDC and Census Bureau officials on how to use a specialized 'Facebook
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misinfo reporting channel,' giving government officials priority access to
censorship requests unavailable to ordinary users. Similarly, Twitter established a
'Partner Support Portal' specifically for government officials to expedite
censorship demands, while YouTube granted 'trusted flagger' status to Census
Bureau officials, ensuring privileged and expedited consideration of government-
flagged content. These dedicated portals were operational throughout 2021 and
2022, giving government officials direct access to platform decision-makers.

57. A third mechanism consisted of regular, formalized censorship
meetings between government officials and social media representatives. Starting
in late 2020, CDC officials organized recurring 'Be On The Lookout' (BOLO)
meetings with  representatives from Twitter, Facebook/Meta, and
Google/YouTube. During these meetings, which continued through at least 2022,
government officials provided platforms with specific examples of posts to be
censored and categories of content to target. After these meetings, CDC officials
would distribute 'slides' containing examples of posts flagged for removal with
instructions that platforms should 'Be On the Lookout' for similar content,
explicitly directing platforms not to share these directives 'outside your trust and
safety teams.' Upon information and belief, Plaintiffs were targeted by these ‘Be

On the Lookout’ advisories.
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58. A fourth mechanism involved detailed reporting requirements
imposed on the Social Media Defendants. Beginning in 2021, government officials
demanded that platforms provide regular reports on their censorship activities to
demonstrate compliance with government expectations. For example, by July 23,
2021, Meta was sending biweekly 'content reports' to the Surgeon General and
White House officials detailing their censorship actions against COVID-19
'misinformation.' These reporting relationships continued into 2022, with White
House Digital Director Rob Flaherty demanding on June 13, 2022, that Meta
continue producing these reports specifically to track suppression of speech
regarding COVID-19 vaccines for children under 5 years old. These reporting
requirements created a supervisory relationship where social media platforms
functioned as subordinates accountable to government overseers.

59.  Building on these censorship mechanisms, on July 13, 2021, Vivek
Murthy published the Surgeon General’s report, Confronting Health Misinformation,
which referenced the CCDH’s Disinformation Dozen Report as an authoritative
source. Murthy adopted the CCDH’s report and cited the Disinformation Dozen
Report as the sole source for the following claim: “Researchers have identified
leading sources of COVID-19 misinformation, including misinformation “super-

spreaders”. The Surgeon General's recommended actions for technology
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platforms included:
a. Prioritize early detection of misinformation “super-

spreaders”” and repeat offenders. Impose clear consequences for accounts

that repeatedly violate platform policies.

b. [T]lake responsibility for addressing the harms. Redesign
recommendation algorithms to avoid amplifying misinformation, build in
“frictions” - such as suggestions and warnings - to reduce the sharing of
misinformation.

60. Amplifying Murthy’s coercive tactics, President Biden pressured the
social media companies to censor Plaintiffs by claiming they were killing people,

stating on July 19, 2021: “Facebook isn’t killing people, these twelve people are

out there giving misinformation. Anyone listening to it is getting hurt by it. It's

”

killing people.” He continued: “My hope is, that Facebook, instead of taking it
personally . . . that they would do something about the misinformation. The
outrageous misinformation about the vaccine.”

61. During congressional sessions, senators and representatives publicly

pressured Meta, Twitter, and Google to remove the accounts of and censor the

7 The only reference to so-called “super-spreaders” in the Surgeon General’s report was made in
reference to the “Disinformation Dozen”. The Surgeon General, in the same report, demanded
the imposition of clear consequences for these “super-spreaders”.
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Disinformation Dozen. On or about March 26, 2021, Representative Mike Doyle
pressured Mark Zuckerberg, Jack Dorsey, and Sundar Pinchai (CEOs of the
respective entities) to deplatform the Disinformation Dozen immediately. On or
about May 14, 2021, Senator Amy Klobuchar, citing the Disinformation Dozen
Report, proudly stated: “I have called on social media platforms to take action
against the accounts propagating the majority of these lies.” Senator Klobuchar co-
wrote a letter with Senator Ben Ray Lujan pressuring Dorsey and Zuckerberg to
remove the Disinformation Dozen from their platforms based on the CCDH’s
Disinformation Dozen Report.

62.  Congressional representatives did not limit their pressure campaign
to social media companies. On December 15, 2021, Representative Jake
Auchincloss boasted about “[leading] a letter urging PayPal to ban users who
disseminate disinformation and deactivate the accounts of the Disinformation

Dozen.” The letter was joined by 18 members of Congress.
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Congress of the nited States
Waslyington, DE 20515

63. Social media and payment companies, under significant pressure
from federal agencies, implemented algorithmic changes and content moderation
policies directly targeting individuals flagged in the CCDH report:

a. Facebook and Twitter deprioritized posts from the
Disinformation Dozen, effectively reducing their reach and engagement.

b. Platforms applied broad labels such as "misinformation" and
"disinformation" to content associated with these individuals, further
chilling their ability to communicate and interact with their audiences.

C. Google, through YouTube, and Meta, through Instagram,

censored and deplatformed the Plaintiffs.
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d.  PayPal disabled Plaintiffs” accounts.

64.  The courts in Missouri v. Biden found that government officials went
beyond mere persuasion, instead employing coercive tactics to compel compliance
from social media platforms:

a. Officials implied that failure to comply with government
demands could result in adverse regulatory actions or loss of Section 230
protections under the Communications Decency Act.

b. This “joint participation” blurred the lines between private and
public actions, making social media platforms de facto agents of
government censorship.

65. Facebook’s internal communications have confirmed that the White
House was using the CCDH Disinformation Dozen Report to “guide major
governmental policy decisions” and that the White House was “exerting policy

pressure” to “removel[] these 12 accounts.”
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From: [ @ cor-

Date: Friday, July 16, 2021 at 11:58 AM

CONFIDENTIAL TREATMENT REQUESTED - META-118HJC-0058
NOT FOR DISTRIBUTION - MEMBERS & STAFF ONLY

afb.com>,
fb.com>
@fb com>,

Subject: Re: Push back on CCDH vaccine misinformation report

Thanks all!
It seems like these data are now being used to guide major governmental policy decisions.

If they are misleading or incorrect, that can be damaging to (our and their shared) efforts to arrive at
productive and substantive solutions, so | think critical we establish some shared understanding of
truth. People also trust the USG to not put out information that is false or misleading and to have
policy decisions be based on grounded data -- if USG is not doing so, this can result in worse
outcomes for the broader ecosystem of efforts here and be counterproductive to our shared goal of
improving health.

For example, it seems like the WH thinks that if we just removed these 12 accounts, this would cause
65 percent of anti-vax misinformaticn to go away ("there's about 12 people who are producing 65
percent of anti- vaccine misinformation on social media platforms"). If this were frue, | also would want
us to do this and feel tremendous urgency that we had not -- including exerting policy pressure as
they are doing -- but it unfortunately isn't that simple. I'm sure we can do better, and would love to
discuss how, but it's much more nuanced -- and we have executed on many of the cbvious things.
(Understand that some of the accounts are still on our platform, but removing them won't have any
appreciable impact on anti-vax misinfo, which | think is the actual substantive goal)

66. On August 18, 2021, Monika Bickert, Vice President of Content Policy
at Facebook, wrote of the CCDH’s Disinformation Dozen report: “People who
have advanced this narrative contend that these 12 people are responsible for 73 %
of online vaccine misinformation on Facebook. There isn’t any evidence to support
this claim.” Ms. Bickert continued: “In fact, these 12 people are responsible for

about just 0.05% of all views of vaccine-related content on Facebook.”
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67. Facebook knew that the premise for censoring and deplatforming
Plaintiffs was false, yet it persisted and willingly participated in the censorship
campaign alongside the co-conspirator Defendants.

68. At the time, Facebook, through Ms. Bickert, admitted that it had
“removed over three dozen Pages, groups and Facebook or Instagram accounts
linked to these 12 people, including at least one linked to each of the 12 people.”
Ms. Bickert also admitted that Facebook had “imposed penalties on nearly two
dozen additional Pages, groups or accounts linked to these 12 people, like moving
their posts lower in News Feed so fewer people see them or not recommending
them to others. We've applied penalties to some of their website domains as well
so any posts including their website content are moved lower in News Feed.”

69.  Despite its knowledge of the falsity of CCDH’s claims, Facebook has
persisted in its censorship of Plaintiffs, making the removals permanent,
continuously imposing penalties on Plaintiffs, and has prohibited Plaintiffs from
re-establishing their accounts.

70. The Government Defendants have similarly persisted in the
orchestrated scheme to censor Plaintiffs despite Facebook’s admission that the
Disinformation Dozen Report was and is, ironically, disinformation.

71.  Google has maintained its ban and persisted in its censorship efforts
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in removing Plaintiffs” YouTube accounts.

72.  Meta’s CEO, Mark Zuckerberg, publicly confirmed in an August 26,
2024, letter to Congress that “senior officials from the Biden Administration,
including the White House, repeatedly pressured [Facebook’s] teams for months
to censor certain COVID-19 content.”

73.  Elvis Chan, in his role as Supervisory Special Agent overseeing the
FBI's Cyber Branch in San Francisco, operated a command post that was central to
the FBI's efforts to combat “disinformation”. From this command post, Chan
coordinated regular interactions with executives from major social media
platforms, including Facebook, Twitter, and Google, sharing intelligence on
content the FBI identified as problematic and directing these platforms to take
action against accounts or posts that violated their terms of service, particularly
those related to “disinformation” disseminated by Plaintiffs.

74.  Plaintiffs were among the primary targets of this government-
orchestrated campaign:

a. Their content was flagged and suppressed across multiple
platforms, directly affecting their ability to reach their audience and
promote their various business operations.

b. The CCDH'’s flawed and ideologically driven report provided
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a pretext for government actors to silence Plaintiffs, who were deemed

C. politically inconvenient due to their dissenting views on
vaccines and health freedom.

75.  The government's adoption of the CCDH report as a censorship
blueprint had tangible consequences for Plaintiffs:

a. Plaintiffs lost substantial revenue streams due to reduced
visibility and diminished audience engagement.

b. The dissemination of the CCDH’s claims, amplified by
government officials, caused irreparable reputational damage, permanently
branding the vilified Plaintiffs as untrustworthy and dangerous in the eyes
of the public.

76.  Plaintiff Erin Elizabeth Finn: Erin Elizabeth Finn was systematically

de-platformed as a direct and proximate result of Defendants’ coordinated
censorship campaign:

a. On September 29, 2021, Google notified Ms. Finn that it had
removed her channel from YouTube. In its notice, Google cited multiple,
unspecified, server violations of “Medical Misinformation”. Before being
censored, Ms. Finn had tens of thousands of subscribers to her channel.

Google’s censorship of Ms. Finn has continued to the present day.
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b. Facebook banned multiple accounts maintained by Ms. Finn,
with total followership of approximately 2,000,000. Facebook additionally
banned Ms. Finn on Instagram. On or about May 16, 2022, Facebook

instituted a permanent ban on all of Ms. Finn’s accounts.

C. Twitter banned Ms. Finn’s account, and she remains subject to
block bans.
d.  The Defendants’ censorship campaign has had lasting negative

impact on Ms. Finn’s business. In the most recent year, Ms. Finn’s revenue
was less than 50% of the revenue Ms. Finn’s business generated in the year
prior to the Defendants” censorship campaign. Ms. Finn has lost more than
$2,000,000 in revenue as a direct and proximate result of Defendants’
actions. As a direct and proximate result, HealthNutNews has been forced
to lay off two full-time employees.

Ms. Finn has suffered lasting reputational harm.

77.  Plaintiff Rizza Islam: Rizza Islam was systematically de-platformed

as a direct and proximate result of Defendants’ coordinated censorship campaign:
a. Meta repeatedly and systematically censored Rizza Islam,
tracking him and deleting four separate Instagram pages between the

release of the Disinformation Dozen Report and May 10, 2021. Before being

First Amended Complaint for Declaratory and Injunctive Relief and Damages
Plaintiffs v. Global Engagement Center, et al.
Page 53 of 106



Case 3:25-cv-00543-WWB-MCR  Document 8 Filed 06/03/25 Page 54 of 106 PagelD 228

censored, Rizza Islam had 539k followers on his original Instagram page.
On July 8, 2021, Instagram removed a post made by Rizza Islam referring to
the COVID-19 “vaccine” as an experimental shot promoted by the CDC. As
basis for this removal, Instagram cited “recognized health organizations”
who took a position contrary to Rizza Islam’s. Instagram repeatedly
disabled Rizza Islam’s Instagram accounts. Each time that Rizza Islam
created a new Instagram page, Meta deleted Rizza Islam’s pages on no less
than seven occasions.

b. Facebook disabled Rizza Islam’s account and he was unable to
access his account from approximately 2021 through early 2023.

C. Google took similar collusive action, deleting Rizza Islam’s
YouTube channel on March 22, 2021. Rizza Islam attempted to re-create his
YouTube account, but YouTube deleted his subsequent accounts on three
separate occasions. Rizza Islam’s YouTube access has never been restored
and his accounts have not been reinstated.

d.  Twitter disabled Rizza Islam’s account following publication of
the Disinformation Dozen Report. Rizza Islam’s account was eventually
restored on January 26, 2023, but Rizza Islam’s followers were substantially

diminished upon account restoration.
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e. The FCC declared Rizza Islam to have violated Covid
misinformation policies, and Rizza Islam was banned from the messaging
app Community, which he attempted to use to reach his followers to
conduct health advocacy and educational outreach in light of the other
social media platforms” collusion with the Government Defendants to effect
broad censorship.

Rizza Islam has suffered lasting reputational harm.

78.  Plaintiff Sayer Ji: Sayer Ji was directly and maliciously targeted.

CCDH’s CEO Imran Ahmed publicly stated on or about March 28, 2021: “Sayer Ji
sells death.” Sayer Ji was systematically de-platformed as a direct and proximate
result of Defendants’ coordinated censorship campaign:

a. On March 7, 2021, Twitter deleted Sayer Ji's GreenMedInfo
account, which had existed in good standing for 13 years.

b. Meta took similar action, deleting GreenMedInfo’s Instagram
and Facebook accounts on or about July 3, 2021 and deleting Mr. Ji's
personal account. Sayer Ji had more than 500,000 followers on Instagram
alone.

C. On July 22, 2021, Google deleted GreenMedInfo’s YouTube

account.
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d. On March 15, 2022, PayPal shut down GreenMedInfo’s
business account and Sayer Ji's personal PayPal and Venmo accounts,
stating that the measures were taken “due to the nature of [Sayer Ji's]
activities.” As a direct result, Sayer Ji suffered financial damages.

e. Financial Losses (GreenMedInfo): From 2020-2023,
GreenMedInfo went from being profitable to running annual net losses,
with a total shortfall of nearly $450,000.

f.  Unite.Live Platform Closure: Due to continued suppression
and reputational damage, and as a direct result of being deplatformed, Mr.
Ji was forced to shut down Unite.Live in April 2025 after investing over $1
million.

g. Reputational Harm - CCDH Report: CCDH’s June 2021
“Pandemic Profiteers” report named Sayer Ji and his organization, Stand
for Health Freedom, directly causing Mr. Ji's reputational and financial
harm.

Sayer Ji has suffered lasting reputational harm.

79.  Plaintiff Christiane Northrup: Dr. Northrup was systematically de-
platformed as a direct and proximate result of Defendants” coordinated censorship

campaign.
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a. Facebook announced on or about August 18, 2021, that it had

“removed over three dozen Pages, groups and Facebook or Instagram

accounts linked to these 12 people, including at least one linked to each of

the 12 people.” Facebook “also imposed penalties on nearly two dozen
additional Pages, groups or accounts linked to these 12 people, and applied
penalties to some of their website domains.” Dr. Northrup was particularly
affected by Facebook’s actions. Facebook deactivated Dr. Northrup’s ability
to boost her posts, a feature she had previously relied upon. Dr. Northrup’s
audience reach on Facebook declined from over 2 million in early 2020 down
to less than 500,000. Separately, Instagram permanently suspended two of
Dr. Northrup’s accounts, through which she communicated with her
approximately 200,000 followers. Facebook and Instagram both shadow
banned Dr. Northrup’s posts on the platforms, and Facebook’s shadow
banning of Dr. Northrup continues to the present day.

b.  YouTube repeatedly shut down or removed YouTube
Posts/videos in which Dr. Northrup was interviewed, and demonetized the
hosts who dared to interview Dr. Northrup.

C. Dr. Northrup lost her ability to accept payments through

PayPal. On December 15, 2021, PayPal sent Dr. Northrup an email with the
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subject line “You can no longer do business with PayPal.” In the email,
PayPal claimed to have determined that Dr. Northrup was “in violation of
the Acceptable Use Policy” without any further elaboration. When Dr.
Northrup called to inquire, PayPal confirmed its ban, and declared, “You
can no longer use PayPal,” without further explanation.

d.  Dr. Northrup’s publisher refused to market new editions of her
widely published books and New York Times bestsellers.

e. As a direct and proximate result of these censorship activities,
Dr. Northrup’s business has suffered and she has maxed out her personal
line of credit to pay staff salaries and keep her business afloat.
Dr. Northrup has suffered lasting reputational harm.

80.  Plaintiff Ben Tapper: Dr. Tapper was systematically de-platformed as

a direct and proximate result of Defendants’ coordinated censorship campaign:
a. Dr. Tapper was targeted directly by CCDH’s CEO, Imran
Ahmed, who repeated his hyperbolic and unsubstantiated claims on local
news programs in Nebraska, where Dr. Tapper lives and works. Mr. Ahmed
stated as fact: “[tjwelve individuals are responsible for two-thirds of the
misinformation shared on social media.” Mr. Ahmed continued: “He’s [Ben

Tapper] someone who seeks to undermine vaccines. Full stop.” Mr. Ahmed
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took issue with Dr. Tapper’s assertion that “the vaccine isn’t safe; it doesn’t
give you immunity.”

b. Facebook repeatedly censored Dr. Tapper. Dr. Tapper was
advised that Facebook had: (1) filtered his content so that “[n]o one else
[could] see [his] post.”; (2) added restrictions to his account; (3) censored
him for spreading “false information about COVID-19”8; (4) moved his
posts “lower in News Feed”; (5) restricted others from sharing Dr. Tapper’s
posts; (6) suspended his account and prohibited him from posting for up to
30 days; (7) tagged his posts as “False Information” citing “independent
fact-checkers”; and (8) reduced distribution of his Page and imposed “other
restrictions because of repeated sharing of false news”.

C. Similarly, Instagram (also owned by Meta) (1) labeled Dr.
Tapper’s posts as “False information” based on unidentified “third-party
fact-checkers” who “said the [ ] information was false in another post”; (2)
prohibited users from mentioning ‘dr.bentapper’; (3) advised him that his
posts were “limit[ing] [his] account’s reach”; removed his posts and stories

on multiple occasions for “harmful false information”; (4) and deleted his

8 Facebook’s censorship was targeted at Dr. Tapper’s public comment at a local government
meeting where he spoke against mask mandates.
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accounts, severing his ability to communicate with more than 500,000
followers.

d.  YouTube (owned by Google) removed Dr. Tapper’s content,
including Dr. Ben Tapper’s Podcast episodes and multiple interviews,
because his “content didn’t follow [YouTube’s] medical misinformation
policy.”?

e. Twitter indefinitely suspended Dr. Tapper’s account.

f. PayPal permanently banned Dr. Tapper from using PayPal’s
services. Following the release of the Disinformation Dozen Report, Dr.
Tapper’s TheTimelsNow.movie and bhtapper personal account’s were
suspended indefinitely by PayPal. Dr. Tapper had used PayPal, and its
subsidiary Venmo, to fundraise for his documentary The Time is Now, but
those fundraising efforts were terminated by PayPal.

Dr. Tapper suffered lasting reputational harm.

81. Plaintiff Sherri Tenpenny: Dr. Tenpenny was systematically de-

platformed as a direct and proximate result of Defendants” coordinated censorship

campaign:

® YouTube cited “a serious risk of egregious harm by spreading medical misinformation about
currently administered vaccines that are approved and confirmed to be safe and effective.”
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a. Facebook permanently banned Dr. Tenpenny.

b. Instagram permanently banned Dr. Tenpenny.

C. YouTube permanently banned Dr. Tenpenny.

d.  Twitter indefinitely suspended Dr. Tenpenny’s account, and

when eventually reinstated, her followers had decreased by approximately
200,000.

e. Under pressure by the Government Defendants, Podbean (a
podcast hosting service) deleted Dr. Tenpenny’s account on the same day
that she surpassed 1,000,000 downloads.

f. PayPal shut down Dr. Tenpenny’s account, interrupting her
various domestic and international business lines and directly impacting Dr.
Tenpenny’s business income and ability to pay her employees.
Additionally, PayPal confiscated $7,000 from Dr. Tenpenny’s PayPal
account without notice or reason.

g. CCDH boasted about the effectiveness of its collusion with the
government and social media companies in its report titled, Pandemic
Profiteers, The business of anti-vaxx (the “Pandemic Profiteers Report”),

published on or about June 1, 2021.

First Amended Complaint for Declaratory and Injunctive Relief and Damages
Plaintiffs v. Global Engagement Center, et al.
Page 61 of 106



Case 3:25-cv-00543-WWB-MCR  Document 8 Filed 06/03/25 Page 62 of 106 PagelD 236

PANDEMIC PROFITEERS

The business of anti-vaxx

¥
CCDH Y
Cenfer

ter for Countering Digital Hate counterhate.com
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CCDH

Center far Countering Digital Hate

Sherri Tenpenny

Anti-vaxx entrepreneur profiting from training an “army” of activists

Followers 262,335 (-246,658) Revenue $2,130,000
Facebook 79,963 (-234,190) PPP Loans $72,500
Instagram 88,495 (-112,468) Employees 13
YouTube 0 Salary N/A
Twitter 93,877

Sherri Tenpenny is a practising osteopathic physician and alternative health
entrepreneur who offers paid-far “boot camps” on anti-vaccine activism. The self-
proclaimed “doctor, speaker, educator, consultant” promotes her services through a
network of social media accounts with 260,000 followers.'®*

In its Pandemic Profiteers Report, CCDH boasted of the dramatic reduction
in followers based on the censorship campaign.10

Dr. Tenpenny suffered lasting reputational harm. Dr. Tenpenny lost
speaking engagements, live and podcast interviews, and business opportunities

as a result of Defendants’ censorship campaign.

COUNTI
42 USC § 1983 — First Amendment Freedom of Speech
Against the Government and Social Media Defendants

82.  Plaintiffs reincorporate paragraphs 1 to 81 above.

83.  The Government Defendants used their influence and coercive power

10 CCDH gloated: “Marked in red next to each of these figures is how many followers that anti-
vaxxer and their associated organizations have lost due to having their accounts deplatformed
based on our tracking of anti-vaxxer accounts dating back to December 2019.”
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to suppress the Plaintiffs' speech by pressuring social media companies to remove
or restrict content associated with the Disinformation Dozen. This suppression,
conducted under the guise of combating "misinformation," interfered with the
Plaintiffs' right to express their views, particularly on controversial issues such as
vaccines and health freedom.

84. The Social Media Defendants became state actors through their
pervasive joint participation with federal officials in the censorship enterprise.
This joint action is evidenced by the companies' regular meetings with federal
officials; their creation of special communication channels and reporting
mechanisms exclusively for government use; their prompt responsiveness to
government "flagging" of content; their modification of content policies at
government officials' behest; and their provision of detailed reports to government
officials about their censorship efforts. These actions transform what might
otherwise be private content moderation decisions into state action subject to First
Amendment constraints, consistent with the Supreme Court's holdings in Blum v.
Yaretsky, 457 U.S. 991 (1982) and Lugar v. Edmondson Oil Co., 457 U.S. 922 (1982).

85.  The Social Media Defendants' censorship decisions were and are not
merely influenced by government pressure but were and are effectively directed

and controlled by government officials through both coercion and voluntary
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participation in a joint enterprise. Internal communications from the companies
acknowledge that they modified their content policies and enforcement decisions
in direct response to government demands, with Meta executives explicitly noting
they were responding to "policy pressure" from the White House. This level of
entwinement between government actors and private entities in suppressing
specific viewpoints and speakers creates a "symbiotic relationship" that renders
the private conduct attributable to the state, as recognized in Burton v. Wilmington
Parking Auth., 365 U.S. 715 (1961) and subsequent cases.

86. By targeting Plaintiffs based on their dissenting viewpoints, the
government violated the principle of "viewpoint neutrality," which prohibits the
government from favoring or suppressing speech based on its content or
perspective. The Supreme Court has consistently held that "the government may
not prohibit the verbal or nonverbal expression of an idea merely because society
finds the idea itself offensive or disagreeable." Texas v. Johnson, 491 U.S. 397, 398
(1989).

87.  The text of the Constitution's First Amendment is clear: Any law or
policy that "abridges" or reduces the sphere of constitutionally protected speech
violates the First Amendment. This principle applies with particular force when,

as here, the suppressed speech concerns matters of public importance where
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"debate on public issues should be uninhibited, robust, and wide-open." N.Y.
Times Co. v. Sullivan, 376 U.S. 254, 270 (1964).

88.  The Government Defendants violated the Free Speech Clause of the
First Amendment by (1) systematically and repeatedly using coercive threats to
force social-media companies and platforms to censor protected speech and/or (2)
entering into collusive partnerships with social-media companies and platforms
and working jointly with those private entities to censor protected speech.

89. Government Defendants circumvented First Amendment
prohibitions by employing what the Supreme Court has termed an
"unconstitutional condition" — coercing private entities to restrict speech that the
government itself could not directly censor. This conduct violates the principle
established in Bantam Books, Inc., 372 U.S. at 58, that the government cannot use its
power and influence to achieve indirectly what the Constitution forbids it to
achieve directly.

90. The Government Defendants' actions—including explicit threats of
adverse regulatory action, repeated demands for censorship, and coordinated
pressure campaigns—transformed ostensibly private content moderation
decisions into state action subject to First Amendment constraints. This

entanglement between government actors and private platforms created a "joint
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participation" arrangement that the Supreme Court has recognized as sufficient to
subject nominally private conduct to constitutional scrutiny. See Lugar, 457 U.S. at
941.

91. Government officials, including Defendant Flaherty, explicitly
referenced the Disinformation Dozen Report in communications with social media
platforms and demanded specific enforcement actions against Plaintiffs. These
communications were not mere suggestions but carried the implicit threat of
regulatory consequences for non-compliance, as evidenced by internal platform
communications describing "policy pressure" from the White House.

92.  The censorship campaign against Plaintiffs was particularly
egregious because it targeted core political speech on matters of public concern —
precisely the type of expression that receives the highest level of First Amendment
protection. The government's labeling of Plaintiffs' speech as "misinformation" or
"disinformation" does not diminish this protection, as "the First Amendment there
is no such thing as a false idea." Gertz v. Robert Welch, Inc., 418 U.S. 323, 339-40
(1974).

93.  Plaintiffs have faced and continue to face social media censorship,
blacklisting, reputational damage, negative economic consequences including

reduced advertising revenue, and reduced circulation of reporting and speech, all
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as a direct result of the government's unlawful conduct.

94.  The removal and suppression of Plaintiffs' content across multiple
platforms following government intervention resulted in a concrete and
particularized injury to Plaintiffs' free speech rights. This injury is ongoing, as the
censorship infrastructure established by Government Defendants continues to
suppress Plaintiffs' ability to reach their audience and communicate their views
on matters of public importance.

95.  Plaintiffs suffered and continue to suffer imminent, continuing, and
irreparable injuries and losses as the direct and proximate result of the Defendants’
conduct.

96.  Plaintiffs have no adequate remedy at law for the violation of their
constitutional rights. Money damages alone cannot remedy the ongoing
suppression of their speech or restore their ability to participate in public
discourse. Only declaratory and injunctive relief from this Court can provide
complete relief by ending the Defendants’ unconstitutional censorship campaign
and preventing similar violations in the future.

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs respectfully request that this Court:

A) Issue a declaratory judgment that Defendants' actions to censor,

suppress, and deplatform Plaintiffs violated their First Amendment rights;
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B)  Issueapermanentinjunction prohibiting Defendants from continuing
to censor, suppress, and deplatform Plaintiffs;

C) Award compensatory damages against all Defendants, jointly and
severally, pursuant to 42 U.S.C. § 1983, in an amount to be determined at trial;

D)  Award Plaintiffs their reasonable attorneys' fees and costs pursuant
to 42 U.S.C. § 1988; and

E)  Grant such other and further relief as the Court deems just and

proper.

COUNT II
42 USC § 1983 — First Amendment Freedom of Press
Against the Government and Social Media Defendants

97.  Plaintiffs herein reincorporate paragraphs 1 to 81, as well as
paragraphs 83 to 85, above.

98.  The First Amendment explicitly protects "freedom of the press" as a
fundamental right distinct from yet complementary to freedom of speech. This
protection extends to all publishers of information, including Plaintiffs, who
disseminate content on matters of public concern through digital platforms.

99.  Plaintiffs, as publishers of information on health-related topics, were
effectively silenced through the Government Defendants' coordinated

suppression campaigns. The government's actions interfered with their ability to
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disseminate information, chilling their role as media outlets providing alternative
health narratives and inhibiting the public's right to receive diverse viewpoints.

100. The Supreme Court has recognized “a profound national
commitment to the principle that debate on public issues should be uninhibited,
robust, and wide-open,” N.Y. Times, 376 U.S. at 270. By coercing social media
platforms to suppress Plaintiffs” viewpoints, Government Defendants not only
targeted Plaintiffs for censorship but also deprived the public of access to their
perspectives, thereby undermining the “marketplace of ideas” that the First
Amendment is designed to protect and disrupting this essential democratic
function.

101. The government's campaign against Plaintiffs was especially
pernicious because it targeted publishers based on the content of their messages
rather than any demonstrable harm. This content-based restriction strikes at the
heart of First Amendment protections for press freedom.

102. By leveraging their regulatory authority and influence to pressure
platforms into removing Plaintiffs' content, Government Defendants effectively
imposed a prior restraint on publication—the most severe and least tolerable
infringement on First Amendment rights. Near v. Minnesota, 283 U.S. 697, 713

(1931).
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103. The government's censorship campaign has caused Plaintiffs to suffer
significant and ongoing injuries, including;:

a. Removal of their publishing channels, effectively eliminating
their ability to reach their established audiences;

b. Dramatic reduction in the circulation of their content due to
algorithmic suppression and shadow-banning;

C. Loss of advertising revenue directly tied to viewership and
engagement metrics;

d.  Damage to their credibility as publishers through government-
facilitated labeling as purveyors of "misinformation"; and

e. Ongoing inability to publish freely on matters of public concern
without fear of government-induced censorship.

104. Plaintiffs suffered and continue to suffer imminent, continuing, and
irreparable injuries and losses as the direct and proximate result of the Defendants’
conduct.

105. Plaintiffs have no adequate remedy at law for the violation of their
constitutional rights. Money damages alone cannot remedy the ongoing violations
of their rights to publish content freely. Only declaratory and injunctive relief from

this Court can provide complete relief by ending the Defendants” unconstitutional
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censorship campaign and preventing similar violations in the future.

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs respectfully request that this Court:

A)  Issue a declaratory judgment that Defendants' actions to censor,
suppress, and deplatform Plaintiffs violated their First Amendment rights to
freedom of the press;

B)  Issuea permanentinjunction prohibiting Defendants from continuing
to interfere with Plaintiffs' ability to publish and disseminate content on matters
of public concern;

C) Award compensatory damages against all Defendants, jointly and
severally, pursuant to 42 U.S.C. § 1983, in an amount to be determined at trial;

D)  Award Plaintiffs their reasonable attorneys' fees and costs pursuant
to 42 U.S.C. § 1988; and

E)  Grant such other and further relief as the Court deems just and

proper.

COUNT III
42 USC § 1983 — Fifth Amendment Due Process
Against the Government and Social Media Defendants

106. Plaintiffs reincorporate paragraphs 1 to 81, as well as paragraphs 83
to 85, above.

107. The Fifth Amendment to the United States Constitution guarantees
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that no person shall "be deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due process
of law." This protection applies to both procedural and substantive due process
rights.

108. Plaintiffs possess constitutionally protected liberty and property

interests in:

a. Their reputations and standing in their professional
communities;
b. Their established social media accounts, which represent

significant business assets developed over many years;
C. Their ability to communicate with their audiences and engage
in their chosen professions;
d.  Their access to digital platforms essential for modern speech
and commerce; and
e. Their freedom from being publicly branded as purveyors of
"misinformation" or "disinformation" by government officials.
109. Government Defendants deprived Plaintiffs of these liberty and
property interests without providing any form of due process whatsoever.
Specifically, Government Defendants:

a. Never notified Plaintiffs that their speech was being targeted

First Amended Complaint for Declaratory and Injunctive Relief and Damages
Plaintiffs v. Global Engagement Center, et al.
Page 73 of 106



Case 3:25-cv-00543-WWB-MCR  Document 8 Filed 06/03/25 Page 74 of 106 PagelD 248

for suppression;

b. Provided no opportunity for Plaintiffs to challenge the
characterization of their content as "misinformation";

C. Established no neutral, objective standards for determining

what constitutes "misinformation";

d. Created no mechanism for appeal or review of censorship
decisions;
e. Offered no hearing or other procedural safeguards before

pressuring platforms to take adverse actions against Plaintiffs; and
f. Implemented no checks and balances to prevent arbitrary and
capricious enforcement.

110. The Supreme Court has recognized that "where a person's good
name, reputation, honor, or integrity is at stake because of what the government
is doing to him," due process requires that the government provide notice and an
opportunity to be heard. Wisconsin v. Constantineau, 400 U.S. 433, 437 (1971). By
publicly branding Plaintiffs as dangerous '"misinformation spreaders" and
pressuring platforms to censor them, Government Defendants imposed a "stigma-
plus" injury triggering due process protections.

111. The Defendants' censorship regime and the Social Media Defendants
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perpetuation of the censorship scheme operates without any procedural
protections typically required for restricting First Amendment freedoms. Plaintiffs
have continuously been denied notice when their speech is targeted through
'shadow banning' and algorithmic suppression, depriving them of any
opportunity to know their rights are being violated or to challenge such violations.
By outsourcing censorship to social media companies while maintaining control
through threats and coordination, Defendants have circumvented constitutional
guardrails including clear standards, neutral application, and judicial review.

112. The Supreme Court has recognized that 'rigorous procedural
safeguards are necessary' for prior restraints, yet Defendants have implemented
censorship without any such safeguards. Their system provides no notice of
censorship criteria, no explanation when content is suppressed, no opportunity to
present contrary evidence, no neutral arbiter, and no avenue for appeal.
Defendants have further concealed their activities by conducting coordination
through private communications, deliberately avoiding transparency and
accountability.

113. These due process violations have concretely harmed Plaintiffs. When
their content has been removed or suppressed, they've been denied any

opportunity to contest the action, present evidence their speech was truthful, or
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appeal to a neutral decision-maker. In many cases, they haven't even been
informed censorship occurred. This denial of procedural rights compounds the
First Amendment harms and independently violates the Due Process Clause,
which requires adequate safeguards before depriving individuals of constitutional
rights.

114. Government Defendants' actions also violated substantive due
process by arbitrarily and capriciously targeting Plaintiffs for punishment without
any rational connection to a legitimate government interest. The government has
no legitimate interest in suppressing protected speech simply because it
contradicts preferred government narratives.

115. The government's censorship campaign was particularly egregious
because it established what amounts to a secret, extrajudicial process for
determining which citizens' speech would be allowed in the digital public square.
This shadow system of censorship operated without any of the procedural
protections that would be required if the government sought to directly regulate
speech.

116. Government Defendants' covert pressure campaign against platforms
hosting Plaintiffs' content constitutes precisely the type of arbitrary government

action that the Due Process Clause was designed to prevent. As the Supreme Court
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noted in Armstrong v. Manzo, 380 U.S. 545, 552 (1965), "A fundamental requirement
of due process is ‘the opportunity to be heard” at a meaningful time and in a
meaningful manner” (internal citation omitted).

117.  The collusion between the Government and Social Media Defendants
created a system through which government officials could achieve indirectly
what they are forbidden to do directly —censor disfavored speech without
providing any due process. The Supreme Court has consistently recognized that
the government cannot evade constitutional obligations by working through
private parties. See Norwood v. Harrison, 413 U.S. 455, 465 (1973).

118. The government's actions fall within the '"state action" doctrine
because:

a. The government coerced or significantly encouraged the
specific censorship decisions targeting Plaintiffs;

b. Private platforms acted as willful participants in joint activity
with government officials;

C. The government's involvement was so pervasive as to
transform seemingly private censorship into state action; and

d. The private entities were performing a traditional and

exclusive government function in identifying and restricting speech deemed
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harmful to the public.
119. As a direct result of Defendants' due process violations, Plaintiffs

have suffered substantial and ongoing harm, including:

a. Inability to access or utilize their established social media
accounts;

b. Significant financial losses from reduced audience reach and
engagement;

C. Reputational damage from being publicly labeled as sources of

"misinformation";

d.  Exclusion from digital platforms essential to their professional
activities; and

e. The chilling of their speech on matters of public concern due to
fear of further censorship.

120. Plaintiffs suffered and continue to suffer imminent, continuing, and
irreparable injuries and losses as the direct and proximate result of the Defendants’
conduct.

121. Plaintiffs have no adequate remedy at law for the violation of their
constitutional rights. Money damages alone cannot remedy the ongoing violations

of their rights to due process. Only declaratory and injunctive relief from this
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Court can provide complete relief by ending the Defendants” unconstitutional
censorship campaign and preventing similar violations in the future.

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs respectfully request that this Court:

A) Issue a declaratory judgment that Defendants' actions deprived
Plaintiffs of liberty and property interests without due process of law in violation
of the Fifth Amendment;

B)  Issue a permanent injunction requiring Defendants to establish and
implement clear, neutral, and transparent procedures before taking any action that
could adversely affect Plaintiffs' speech, social media platform access, or
reputations;

C)  Award compensatory damages against all Defendants, jointly and

severally, pursuant to 42 U.S.C. § 1983, in an amount to be determined at trial;

D)  Award Plaintiffs their reasonable attorneys' fees and costs pursuant
to 42 U.S.C. § 1988; and

E)  Grant such other and further relief as the Court deems just and

proper.
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COUNT IV
42 USC § 1983 — Fourteenth Amendment Equal Protection
Against All Government and Social Media Defendants

122. Plaintiffs reincorporate paragraphs 1 to 81 above.

123. The Fourteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution
guarantees equal protection of the laws, prohibiting the government from treating
similarly situated individuals differently without sufficient justification.
Concurrently, the Fourth Amendment protects citizens against unreasonable
searches and seizures, including the collection and use of private data without
proper legal authority.

Equal Protection Violations

124. Defendants violated Plaintiffs' equal protection rights by selectively
targeting them for censorship based on the content and viewpoint of their speech,
particularly their dissenting opinions on vaccines and public health policies.

125. The Disinformation Dozen framework created by CCDH and
adopted by the Defendants established an arbitrary and discriminatory
classification that singled out Plaintiffs for disfavored treatment without any
rational basis, much less the compelling interest and narrow tailoring required for

content-based speech restrictions.

First Amended Complaint for Declaratory and Injunctive Relief and Damages
Plaintiffs v. Global Engagement Center, et al.
Page 80 of 106



Case 3:25-cv-00543-WWB-MCR  Document 8 Filed 06/03/25 Page 81 of 106 PagelD 255

126. Defendants treated Plaintiffs differently from similarly situated
individuals who expressed viewpoints aligned with government narratives on
identical topics. While Plaintiffs faced systematic censorship, account removal,
and suppression, those expressing government-approved perspectives on the
same platforms were permitted to speak freely and often received algorithmic
amplification.

127. This discriminatory treatment cannot survive even rational basis
review, as the government has no legitimate interest in suppressing lawful speech
based solely on its content or viewpoint. As the Supreme Court held in Police Dept.
of Chicago v. Mosley, 408 U.S. 92, 95 (1972), "[a]bove all else, the First Amendment
means that government has no power to restrict expression because of its message,
its ideas, its subject matter, or its content."

128. Defendants' targeted suppression campaign was particularly
egregious because it classified Plaintiffs as dangerous "misinformation spreaders"
without any objective criteria, scientific validation, or procedural safeguards. This
arbitrary classification bears all the hallmarks of impermissible viewpoint
discrimination.

129. The selective enforcement against Plaintiffs reflects a pattern of

unconstitutional government conduct designed to silence specific perspectives in
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public discourse, violating core equal protection principles that prohibit the
government from selecting “which issues are worth discussing or debating." Reed
v. Town of Gilbert, 576 U.S. 155, 182 (2015).

Fourth Amendment Violations

130. Defendants violated Plaintiffs' Fourth Amendment rights by
obtaining, using, and sharing detailed information about their social media
activities, engagement metrics, and private communications without any legal
process, warrant, or statutory authorization.

131. Through their "switchboarding" operations and regular meetings
with social media companies, agencies including the FBI, CISA, and the State
Department systematically collected and analyzed data about Plaintiffs' online
activities, effectively conducting digital surveillance of American citizens engaged
in constitutionally protected speech.

132. The Supreme Court has recognized that the Fourth Amendment
protects electronic data and digital communications. As the Court noted in
Carpenter v. United States, 138 S. Ct. 2206, 2219 (2018), the Fourth Amendment must
adapt to the "seismic shifts in digital technology" that have made possible the
tracking of not just Plaintiffs' public posts but also private data about their reach,

engagement, and audience.
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133. Defendants' surveillance activities extended beyond monitoring
publicly available posts to include:
a. Obtaining non-public analytics data about Plaintiffs' account

reach and engagement;

b. Tracking changes in Plaintiffs' follower counts and post
performance;
C. Monitoring Plaintiffs' private messages when flagged by

platform algorithms;

d.  Creating databases of Plaintiffs' content for ongoing
surveillance; and

e. Developing detailed profiles of Plaintiffs' online activities and
networks.

134. These surveillance activities constituted unreasonable searches under
the Fourth Amendment because they were conducted without any judicial
oversight, probable cause, or connection to legitimate law enforcement purposes.
Instead, they targeted constitutionally protected speech on matters of public
concern.

135. The joint participation between the Government Defendants and

Social Media Defendants in monitoring Plaintiffs' online activities transformed
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what might otherwise be private content moderation into state action subject to
Fourth Amendment constraints. By deputizing private companies to conduct
surveillance they could not legally perform directly, Government Defendants
circumvented constitutional protections.

136. As a direct result of these constitutional violations, Plaintiffs have
suffered substantial and continuing harm, including;:

a. Violation of their reasonable expectation of privacy in their
online communications;

b. Creation of databases maintained jointly by the Government
and Social Media Defendants containing their protected speech and
personal information;

C. Discriminatory treatment based on the content and viewpoint
of their expression;

d. Chilling of their willingness to express controversial opinions
online; and

e. Stigmatization as targets of government surveillance and
censorship efforts.

137. Plaintiffs suffered and continue to suffer imminent, continuing, and

irreparable injuries and losses as the direct and proximate result of the Defendants’
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conduct.

138. Plaintiffs have no adequate remedy at law for the violation of their
constitutional rights. Money damages alone cannot remedy the ongoing violations
of their rights as guaranteed by the Fourteenth and Fourth Amendments. Only
declaratory and injunctive relief from this Court can provide complete relief by
ending the Defendants” unconstitutional censorship campaign and preventing
similar violations in the future.

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs request immediate injunctive relief mandating the
cessation of the government’s constitutionally repugnant conduct and declaratory
relief as set forth in the Prayer for Relief below.

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs respectfully request that this Court:

A)  Issue a declaratory judgment that Defendants' actions in selectively
targeting Plaintiffs for adverse treatment based on the content and viewpoint of
their speech violated their Fourteenth Amendment rights to equal protection of
the laws and Fourth Amendment protections against unreasonable searches;

B)  Issue a permanent injunction prohibiting Defendants from engaging
in viewpoint-based discrimination against Plaintiffs and from conducting
surveillance of Plaintiffs' protected speech without proper legal authority;

@) Order Defendants to destroy all databases, collections, and profiles of
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Plaintiffs' online activities created without proper legal process;

D) Award compensatory damages against all Defendants, jointly and
severally, pursuant to 42 U.S.C. § 1983, in an amount to be determined at trial;

E)  Award Plaintiffs their reasonable attorneys' fees and costs pursuant
to 42 U.S.C. § 1988; and

F)  Grant such other and further relief as the Court deems just and
proper.

COUNT V

Bivens First Amendment Claim for Damages
Against Defendants Flaherty, Murthy, and Chan in their individual capacities

139. Plaintiffs reincorporate paragraphs 1 to 81 above.

140. Defendants Flaherty, Murthy, and Chan (the '"Individual
Defendants"), acting under color of federal law, deliberately violated Plaintiffs'
clearly established First Amendment rights by orchestrating a targeted campaign
to suppress Plaintiffs' protected speech through coercion of private social media
platforms.

141. The Individual Defendants' actions to silence Plaintiffs' viewpoints
constitute precisely the type of government censorship that the First Amendment

was designed to prevent. The Supreme Court has repeatedly recognized that
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government officials violate the First Amendment when they use threats or
coercion to suppress protected speech, as in Bantam Books, Inc., 372 U.S. at 58.

142. Defendant Flaherty, as Deputy Assistant to the President and Director
of Digital Strategy at the White House, repeatedly and directly pressured social
media platforms to take adverse actions against Plaintiffs. On or about May 6,
2021, Flaherty sent specific communications to Facebook executives demanding
increased censorship of the Disinformation Dozen, including Plaintiffs, and
questioning the platform's commitment to content moderation while implying
potential regulatory consequences. These communications were not general policy
advocacy but targeted demands to suppress specific speakers based on their
viewpoints.

143. Defendant Murthy, as Surgeon General, weaponized his office to
target Plaintiffs by explicitly endorsing the CCDH Disinformation Dozen Report
in his July 13, 2021, advisory on health misinformation. Murthy used this official
publication to urge platforms to impose "clear consequences' on the named
individuals, including Plaintiffs, effectively using government authority to
orchestrate viewpoint-based censorship of private citizens.

144. Defendant Chan, as an FBI Supervisory Special Agent, served as a key

intermediary between federal agencies and social media platforms, organizing
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regular meetings with platform executives where he pressured them to take
enforcement actions against individuals identified in the Disinformation Dozen
Report, including Plaintiffs. Chan's actions leveraged the authority of federal law
enforcement to suppress constitutionally protected speech.

145. The Individual Defendants knew, or should have known, that their
actions violated Plaintiffs' clearly established First Amendment rights. Any
reasonable official would understand that using government authority to coerce
private entities into suppressing specific viewpoints violates the Constitution.

146. As a direct and proximate result of the Individual Defendants'
unconstitutional actions, Plaintiffs suffered significant damages, including:

a. Loss of access to their social media accounts and audiences,
some of which included hundreds of thousands of followers built over
many years;

b. Substantial economic harm through lost business
opportunities, reduced income from content creation, canceled speaking
engagements, and termination of financial service accounts;

C. Reputational damage resulting from being publicly branded as

dangerous "misinformation spreaders";
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d.  Emotional distress from being targeted by powerful
government officials; and

e. Ongoing harm to their ability to participate in public discourse
on matters of significant public interest.

147. No special factors counsel hesitation in recognizing a damages
remedy in this case. The Individual Defendants' actions do not implicate national
security, foreign policy, or military affairs. Their conduct did not occur in a new
context but represents a classic First Amendment violation — government officials
using their authority to suppress distavored speech.

148. Plaintiffs have no adequate alternative remedy for the constitutional
violation and resulting damages. The Administrative Procedure Act does not
provide monetary relief, and prospective injunctive relief cannot remedy the
substantial past harms Plaintiffs have suffered.

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs respectfully request that this Court:

A)  Issue a declaratory judgment that the Individual Defendants' actions
violated Plaintiffs' clearly established First Amendment rights;

B)  Award compensatory damages against Defendants Flaherty, Murthy,

and Chan in their individual capacities in an amount to be determined at trial;
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C)  Award punitive damages against Defendants Flaherty, Murthy, and
Chan in their individual capacities in an amount sufficient to deter similar
misconduct in the future;

D)  Award Plaintiffs their reasonable attorneys' fees and costs pursuant
to applicable law; and

E)  Grant such other and further relief as the Court deems just and
proper.

COUNT VI

Civil Conspiracy
Against All Defendants

149. Plaintiffs reincorporate paragraphs 1 to 81 above.

150. A civil conspiracy exists where there is (1) an agreement between two
or more parties; (2) to do an unlawful act or to do a lawful act by unlawful means;
(3) an overt act in furtherance of the conspiracy; and (4) damage to the plaintiff as
a result of acts done under the conspiracy.

151. Defendants entered into an agreement to target, censor, deplatform,
and suppress Plaintiffs' constitutionally protected speech. This agreement is
evidenced by numerous communications, coordinated actions, and joint
participation between government officials, agencies, NGOs, and social media

platforms, including but not limited to:
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a. The systematic adoption and operationalization of CCDH's
Disinformation Dozen Report by multiple government agencies;

b. The White House's communications with social media
platforms explicitly pressuring them to remove the Disinformation Dozen,
as demonstrated by Defendant Flaherty's May 6, 2021, email demanding
action against Plaintiffs;

C. The Surgeon General's official health advisory that specifically
cited the Disinformation Dozen Report and called for platforms to impose
"clear consequences" on the named individuals;

d.  Regular meetings between government officials and social
media executives where enforcement actions against Plaintiffs were
discussed and coordinated;

e. Contemporaneous and nearly identical enforcement actions
taken by multiple platforms against Plaintiffs following government
pressure; and

f. Internal communications from Meta confirming that the White
House was "exerting policy pressure" to remove the Disinformation Dozen
accounts.

152. Defendants agreed to commit unlawful acts and to use unlawful
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means to implement their censorship campaign against Plaintiffs, including:

a. Coercing private entities to suppress constitutionally protected
speech in violation of the First Amendment;

b. Depriving Plaintiffs of their liberty and property interests
without due process in violation of the Fifth Amendment;

C. Selectively targeting Plaintiffs for adverse treatment based on
their viewpoints in violation of equal protection principles;

d.  Conducting warrantless surveillance of Plaintiffs' online
activities through collusion with private platforms in violation of the Fourth
Amendment;

e. Publishing false and defamatory statements about Plaintiffs
with knowledge of, or reckless disregard for, their falsity; and

f. Interfering with Plaintiffs' contractual relationships with social
media platforms, payment processors, and other business partners without
justification or privilege.

153. Defendants took numerous overt acts in furtherance of their
conspiracy, including but not limited to:

a. CCDH publishing the Disinformation Dozen Report with

methodologically unsound and defamatory claims about Plaintiffs, with the
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express purpose of provoking censorship;

b. Defendant Flaherty sending explicit demands to Facebook
executives to remove Plaintiffs' content, referencing the "disinfo dozen" as
justification;

C. Defendant Murthy publishing an official advisory citing the
Disinformation Dozen Report and calling for platforms to impose "clear
consequences" on Plaintiffs;

d.  Defendant Chan coordinating regular meetings between
government officials and social media executives where enforcement
actions against Plaintiffs were orchestrated;

e. Meta, Google, and X (formerly Twitter) implementing
systematic censorship measures against Plaintiffs' accounts in direct
response to government pressure, as evidenced by internal communications
acknowledging this "policy pressure";

f. Congressional representatives publicly pressuring social media
and payment processing companies to take action against the
Disinformation Dozen, including a letter to PayPal joined by 18 members of
Congress; and

g. Defendant agencies including the FBI, DHS, CISA, and the
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Global Engagement Center developing and implementing formalized
systems for flagging, monitoring, and suppressing Plaintiffs' speech across
digital platforms.

154. The conspiracy was characterized by significant coordination and
entwinement among ostensibly separate entities. Government Defendants
transformed private content moderation into state action by:

a. Threatening adverse regulatory consequences for platforms
that failed to comply with censorship demands;

b. Establishing regular meetings and dedicated communication
channels between government officials and platform executives;

C. Using NGOs like CCDH as intermediaries to launder
government censorship through seemingly private organizations;

d.  Leveraging governmental authority to pressure platforms into
adopting specific content moderation policies targeting Plaintiffs; and

e. Creating a pervasive system of public-private partnership that
effectively circumvented constitutional constraints on government
censorship.

155. As a direct and proximate result of Defendants' conspiracy, Plaintiffs

suffered substantial and ongoing damages, including;:
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a. Removal of their accounts from major social media platforms,
severing their connection to audiences built over many years;

b. Algorithmic suppression and shadow-banning of their content,
dramatically reducing their reach and engagement;

C. Significant financial losses from reduced audience reach,
canceled business opportunities, and termination of payment processing
services;

d.  Reputational harm from being publicly branded as dangerous
"misinformation spreaders'";

e. Emotional distress from being targeted by a coordinated
campaign involving the highest levels of government; and

f. Ongoing inability to participate fully in public discourse on
matters of significant public concern.

156. The harm suffered by Plaintiffs was the direct, foreseeable, and
intended consequence of Defendants' conspiratorial actions. Each Defendant
played a unique but essential role in the conspiracy:

a. CCDH and provided the pretext and justification for
censorship through methodologically unsound reports;

b.  Government officials and agencies leveraged their regulatory
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authority to pressure platforms into taking action against Plaintiffs;
C. Individual Defendants including Flaherty, Murthy, and Chan
served as key intermediaries coordinating the censorship campaign; and
d.  Social media platforms and payment processors implemented
the actual censorship, knowing they were acting at the government's behest.
157. The conspiracy between Defendants was not the result of
independent parallel conduct but reflected a conscious commitment to a common
scheme designed to achieve an unlawful objective—the suppression of
constitutionally protected speech based on its viewpoint and content.
WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs request that this Court:
A)  Award compensatory damages against all Defendants, jointly and
severally, in an amount to be determined at trial;
B) Award punitive damages against all Defendants in an amount
sufficient to deter similar misconduct in the future;
@) Award Plaintiffs their reasonable attorneys' fees and costs; and

D)  Grant such other and further relief as the Court deems just and

proper.
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COUNT VII
Tortious Interference with Contract
Against all Defendants

158. Plaintiffs reincorporate paragraphs 1 to 81 above.

159. Plaintiffs each had valid and enforceable contractual relationships
with payment processing companies, including PayPal, which were essential to
their business operations. These contracts allowed Plaintiffs to receive payments
for products, services, and donations from supporters, customers, and business
partners. Specifically:

a. Plaintiff Sayer Ji had contractual relationships with PayPal for
processing payments for GreenMedInfo LLC, which had been in good
standing for years prior to the interference.

b.  Plaintiff Christiane Northrup had contractual relationships
with PayPal that allowed her to process payments for her health-related
products, books, and services.

C. Plaintiff Ben Tapper had contractual relationships with PayPal
for both his personal account and for processing payments related to his
documentary project "TheTimelsNow.movie."

d.  Plaintiff Sherri Tenpenny had contractual relationships with

PayPal that facilitated both domestic and international business
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transactions.

e. Plaintiff Rizza Islam had contractual relationships with PayPal
that enabled him to sell products to his followers.

160. Defendants knew of these contractual relationships. Specifically:

a. On December 15, 2021, Representative Jake Auchincloss, along
with 18 other members of Congress, sent a letter to PayPal specifically
targeting Plaintiffs' payment processing accounts, demonstrating their
knowledge of these contractual relationships.

b.  CCDH's "Pandemic Profiteers" Report explicitly identified and
targeted Plaintiffs' business relationships with payment processors,
demonstrating CCDH's knowledge of these contractual relationships.

161. Defendants intentionally and unjustifiably interfered with these
contracts, inducing their breach or termination:

a. Representative Auchincloss explicitly "urged PayPal to ban
users who disseminate disinformation and deactivate the accounts of the
Disinformation Dozen," directly pressuring PayPal to breach its contracts
with Plaintiffs.

b. CCDH's reports, including the Disinformation Dozen Report

and the Pandemic Profiteers Report, urged payment processors to "stop
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processing payments for those who profit from COVID-19 and vaccine
misinformation."

C. As a direct result of this pressure campaign, on March 15, 2022,
PayPal shut down Plaintiff Sayer Ji's GreenMedInfo business account and
his personal PayPal and Venmo accounts, stating that the measures were
taken "due to the nature of [Sayer Ji's] activities."

d.  PayPal permanently banned Plaintiff Ben Tapper from using its
services, suspending both his personal account and the account for his
documentary project "TheTimelsNow.movie" indefinitely.

e. Plaintiff Christiane Northrup lost her ability to accept
payments through PayPal, and when she called to inquire, she was simply
told "you can no longer use PayPal" without further explanation.

f. PayPal shut down Plaintiff Sherri Tenpenny's account,
disrupting her various domestic and international business operations.

162. Defendants' interference was without justification or privilege:

a. Defendants' actions were not based on legitimate business
competition or the protection of any legally recognized interest.

b.  Defendants targeted Plaintiffs based on their protected speech,

not because of any unlawful conduct or contractual violations.
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C. Defendants were not parties to the contracts between Plaintiffs
and PayPal, nor did they have any legitimate authority to interfere with
these private contractual relationships.

d. Defendants' pressure campaign was designed to financially
damage Plaintiffs by cutting off their payment processing capabilities, not
to advance any legitimate regulatory or public interest objective.

e. Defendants acted with malice and the specific intent to harm
Plaintiffs' economic interests based on their viewpoints regarding health-
related matters.

163. As a direct and proximate result of Defendants' tortious interference,
Plaintiffs suffered substantial damages:

a. Plaintiff Sayer Ji experienced significant financial losses from
being unable to process payments through PayPal and Venmo for
GreenMedInfo's products and services.

b.  Plaintiff Ben Tapper's fundraising efforts for his documentary
"The Time is Now" were terminated, causing substantial financial harm and
preventing the completion of his project.

C. Plaintiff Christiane Northrup also suffered significant financial

losses, and has been forced to max out her personal line of credit to pay staff
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salaries and keep her business operational after losing her payment

processing capabilities.

d.  Plaintiff Sherri Tenpenny suffered direct business income
losses from the interruption of her various business lines that relied on
PayPal for payment processing.

e. Plaintiff Rizza Islam experienced substantial financial harm
from reduced sales of products after losing access to payment processing
services.

f. All Plaintiffs suffered ongoing financial damages, including
lost revenue and additional operational costs to establish alternative
payment processing methods.

164. Defendants' actions constituted intentional misconduct as defined by
Florida Statute § 768.72(2)(a), as they had actual knowledge of the wrongfulness
of their conduct and the high probability that injury or damage to Plaintiffs would
result, and despite this knowledge, deliberately pursued a course of conduct that
caused harm to Plaintiffs. Defendants explicitly discussed targeting Plaintiffs'
financial relationships as a strategy to silence their speech, demonstrating
conscious and specific intent to harm Plaintiffs' business interests. Defendants

acted purposefully to cause financial harm to Plaintiffs to punish them for their
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protected speech.

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs request that this Court:

A)  Award compensatory damages against all Defendants, jointly and
severally, in an amount to be determined at trial;

B)  Award punitive damages against the Defendants in an amount
sufficient to deter similar misconduct in the future;

C)  Award Plaintiffs their reasonable attorneys' fees and costs; and

D)  Grant such other and further relief as the Court deems just and

proper.

PRAYER FOR RELIEF

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs request this Court enter judgment in Plaintiffs’
favor and:
A)  With respect to Counts I through IV, Plaintiffs respectfully request
that this Court provide injunctive and declaratory relief as follows:
i. Declare that Defendants' censorship activities violate the First

Amendment of the U.S. Constitution, notwithstanding the issuance of

Executive Order 14149, "Restoring Freedom of Speech and Ending Federal
Censorship," as a judicial declaration is necessary to establish clear

ii. constitutional boundaries that cannot be altered by changing
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executive policies;

iii. Declare that Defendants' censorship activities were ultra vires
and exceeded their statutory authority, and that no federal statute
authorizes government officials to coerce, pressure, or collude with social
media companies to suppress constitutionally protected speech;

iv. Order Defendants to publicly disclose all past
communications, meetings, and coordination efforts with social media
companies related to content moderation, including the identification of all
specific posts to any social media platform by any Plaintiff flagged for
removal or suppression and the government officials involved in such
actions;

V. Enjoin Defendants, their officers, officials, agents, servants,
employees, attorneys, and all persons acting in concert with them, from
taking any future actions to demand, urge, pressure, or otherwise induce
any social media platform to censor, suppress, de-platform, suspend,
shadow-ban, de-boost, restrict access to content, or take any other adverse
action against any speaker, content, or viewpoint expressed on social
media;

vi. Order Defendants to establish a notification system to inform
all members of the Disinformation Dozen whose content was suppressed,
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removed, de-boosted, shadow-banned, or otherwise adversely affected as
a result of government-induced censorship about such actions taken
against their speech;

Vii. Require Defendants to implement mandatory First
Amendment training for all federal employees who interact with social
media companies regarding content moderation, with court approval of
the training materials and verification of completion;

viii. Establish a judicial oversight mechanism requiring
Defendants to report to the Court on a quarterly basis for a period of five
years regarding any communications with social media companies
concerning content moderation, to ensure compliance with constitutional
requirements regardless of any changes to executive orders or policies;

ix. Order Defendants to work with affected social media
platforms to restore, where technologically feasible, all content that was
improperly removed or suppressed due to government-induced
censorship, and to remove any penalties, strikes, or account restrictions
imposed as a result of such censorship;

X. Establish a remedial framework to address ongoing harms
caused by past censorship activities, including the creation of an

independent review process for individuals who believe their speech was
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suppressed due to government action, with the authority to recommend
appropriate remedies;

Xi. Grant such other and further relief as the Court may deem just
and proper to ensure that similar violations of First Amendment rights do
not recur in the future, regardless of changes in executive policy, including
the appointment of a Special Master to oversee compliance with the Court's
orders.

B)  Award compensatory damages and attorney’s fees and costs in
Counts I through IV pursuant to 42 U.S.C. §§ 1983 and 1988;

C)  Award the relief requested in Counts V through VII;

D) Award attorney’s fees and costs pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 2412 and any
other applicable authority; and

E)  Order any further relief this Court deems just and proper.

JURY TRIAL DEMAND

Plaintiffs demand a trial by jury on all issues so triable.
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Dated: June 3, 2025.

T
1]
—a

CHILDERS LAW, LLC
2135 NW 40th Terrace, Suite B
Gainesville, Florida 32605

tel. 866-996-6104

fax 407-209-3870

L >

/s/ Seldon |. Childers

Seldon J. Childers

Florida Bar No. 61112
jchilders@smartbizlaw.com
Nicholas P. Whitney

Florida Bar No. 119450
nwhitney@smartbizlaw.com
notice@smartbizlaw.com

CH LAW FIRM, PLLC

/s/ Charles H. Hardage

Charles H. Hardage

Florida Bar No. 76917

5204 Highlands Lakeview Loop
Lakeland, FL 33812

Phone: (904) 426-7257
hardagelaw@gmail.com
servicehardagelaw@gmail.com
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CCDH/

Center for Countering Digital Hate

CCDH/

The Center for Countering Digital Hate is a not-for-profit NGO that seeks to disrupt the
architecture of online hate and misinformation.

Digital technology has changed forever the way we communicate, build relationships,
share knowledge, set social standards, and negotiate and assert our society's values.

Digital spaces have been colonised and their unigue dynamics exploited by fringe
movemenfts that instrumentalise hate and misinformation. These movements are
opportunistic, agile and confident in exerting influence and persuading people.

Over time these actors, advocating diverse causes - from anti-feminism to ethnic
nationalism to denial of scientific consensus - have formed a Digital Counter
Enlightenment. Their trolling, disinformation and skilled advocacy of their causes has
resocialised the offline world for the worse.

The Center's work combines both analysis and active disruption of these networks.
CCDH's solutions seek to increase the economic, political and social costs of all parts of
the infrastructure - the actors, systems and culture - that support, and often profit from
hate and misinformation.

Anti-Vax Watch

Anti-Vax Watch is an alliance of concerned individuals who are seeking to educate the
American public about the dangers of the anti-vax industry.

As the anti-vaccine industry actively seeks to undermine the rollout of the COVID vaccine
- capitalizing on a heightened sense of hesitancy from the public and targeting
communities of color who have already been disproportionately impacted by the
pandemic - we recagnize that this is an all-hands-on-deck moment. We believe we must
join together to bring science and facts to the forefront and alert the public to the
dangerous agenda of anti-vaccine leaders.

Our efforts center around bringing to light the nefarious activities of the anti-vaccine
industry and working with leading experts to dispute their falsehoods and non-medical
disinformation with science, research and expert analysis. Our goal is to support the
efforts of leading health experts, pro-vaccine researchers and educators, civil rights and
business organizations, and others who, like us, recognize the importance of raising
awareness of the science of vaccines.
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Introduction

We are in the middle of the deadliest US public health crisis in more than a century.
Covid-19 has killed more than 500,000 Americans and undermined the livelihood of
millions of American workers and families. The virus has had a particularly devastating
impact on Black, Latino, and Native American communities, all of whom are suffering
severe illness and death from COVID-19 at rates far greater than the general population.’
Compounding this crisis, vaccination rates in communities of color have also lagged those
for whites, and skepticism and distrust of the vaccines are greater in these marginalized

communities.?

With widespread distribution of coronavirus vaccines, we have an opportunity to turn a
corner on the pandemic. Our recovery depends on the public’s willingness to receive a
vaccine. However, researchers are increasingly connecting misinformation disseminated
via social media to increased vaccine hesitancy, which will ultimately cause unnecessary
deaths.?

Living in full view of the public on the internet are a small group of individuals who do not
have relevant medical expertise and have their own pockets to line, who are abusing
social media platforms to misrepresent the threat of Covid and spread misinformation
about the safety of vaccines. According to our recent report, anti-vaccine activists on
Facebook, YouTube, Instagram and Twitter reach more than 59 million followers, making
these the largest and most important social media platforms for anti-vaxxers.* Our
research has also found anti-vaxxers using social media platforms to target Black
Americans, exploiting higher rates of vaccine hesitancy in that community to spread

conspiracies and lies about the safety of Covid vaccines.®

Facebook, Google and Twitter have put policies into place to prevent the spread of
vaccine misinformation; yet to date, all have failed to satisfactorily enforce those policies.
All have been particularly ineffective at removing harmful and dangerous misinformation
about coronavirus vaccines, though the scale of misinformation on Facebook, and thus
the impact of their failure, is larger. Further, they have all failed to remove the accounts
of prominent anti-vaxxers who have repeatedl|y violated their terms of service, as

documented in later sections of this report.

Imran Ahmed
CEO, CCDH
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Executive Summary

1.

10.

.

The Disinformation Dozen are twelve anti-vaxxers who play leading roles in
spreading digital misinformation about Covid vaccines. They were selected because
they have large numbers of followers, produce high volumes of anti-vaccine content
or have seen rapid growth of their social media accounts in the last two months.

Analysis of a sample of anti-vaccine content that was shared or posted on Facebook
and Twitter a total of 812,000 times between 1 February and 16 March 2021 shows
that 65 percent of anti-vaccine content is attributable to the Disinformation Dozen.

Despite repeatedly violating Facebook, Instagram and Twitter’s terms of service
agreements, nine of the Disinformation Dozen remain on all three platforms, while
just three have been comprehensively removed from just one platform.

This is the product of a series of failures from social media platforms:

a. Research conducted by CCDH last year has shown that platforms fail to act on
95 percent of the Covid and vaccine misinformation reported to them.

b. CCDH’s recent report, Malgorithm, uncovered evidence that Instagram’s
algorithm actively recommends similar misinformation.

c. Tracking of 425 anti-vaccine accounts by CCDH shows that their total
following across platforms now stood at 59.2 million in December, an increase
of 877,000 more than they had in June.

d. CCDH’s ongoing tracking shows that the 20 anti-vaxxers with the largest
followings account for over two-thirds of this total cross-platform following of
59.2 million.

Analysis of anti-vaccine content posted to Facebook over 689,000 times in the last
two months shows that up to 73 percent of that content originates with members of
the Disinformation Dozen of leading online anti-vaxxers.

Facebook’s own infernal analysis of vaccine hesitant content on its platform is likely
to underestimate the influence of leading anti-vaxxers by failing to address the
ultimate source of this content, and by the recorded failure of its algorithms to
identify confent concerning vaccines.

Analysis of over 120,000 anti-vaccine tweets collected in the last fwo months shows
that up to 17 percent feature the Disinformation Dozen of leading online anti-vaxxers.

The most effective and efficient way to stop the dissemination of harmful
information is to deplatform the most highly visible repeat offenders, who we term
the Disinformation Dozen. This should also include the organisations these
individuals control or fund, as well as any backup accounts they have established to
evade removal.

Platforms should establish a clear threshold for enforcement action, such as two
strikes, after which restrictions are applied to accounts short of deplaforming them.

Users should be presented with warning screens when attempting to follow links to
sites known to host vaccine misinformation, and users exposed to posts containing
misinformation should be shown effective corrections.

Facebook should not allow private and secret anti-vaccine Groups where dangerous
anti-vaccine disinformation can be spread with impunity.
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The Disinformation Dozen are
responsible for up to 65% of anti-
vaccine content

At the outset of this research, we identified a dozen individuals who appeared to be
extremely influential creators of digital anti-vaccine content. These individuals were
selected either because they run anti-vaccine social media accounts with large numbers
of followers, because they produce high volumes of anti-vaccine content or because their
growth was accelerating rapidly at the outset of our research in February. Full profiles of
each are available at the end of this report.

Joseph Mercola
Robert F. Kenneduy, Jr.
Ty and Charlene Bollinger
Sherri Tenpenny
Rizza Islam

Rashid Bufttar

Erin Elizabeth
Sayer Ji

. Kelly Brogan

10. Christiane Northrup
11. Ben Tapper

12. Kevin Jenkins

LCONOUHWN S

The Disinformation Dozen are responsible for up to 65% of anti-vaccine content

Our analysis of over 812,000 posts extracted from Facebook and Twitter between 1
February and 16 March 2021 shows that 65 percent of anti-vaccine content is
attributable to the Disinformation Dozen.

This shows that while many people might spread anti-vaccine content on social media
platforms, the content they share often comes from a much more limited range of
sources. Exposure to even a small amount of anline vaccine misinformation has been
shown by the Vaccine Confidence Project to reduce the number of people willing to take
a Covid vaccine by up to 8.8 percent.®

Platforms have failed to act on the Disinformation Dozen

Despite repeatedly violating Facebook, Instagram and Twitter’s terms of service
agreements, nine of the Disinformation Dozen remain on all three platforms, while just
three have been comprehensively removed from just one platform.

This is an extension of platforms’ failure to act on vaccine misinformation. Research
conducted by CCDH last year has shown that platforms fail to act on 95 percent of the
Covid and vaccine misinformation reported to them, and we have uncovered evidence
that Instagram’s algorithm actively recommends similar misinformation.’

Tracking of 425 anti-vaccine accounts by CCDH shows that their total following across
platforms now stands at 59.2 million as a result of these failures.? The 20 anti-vaxxers
with the largest followings account for over two-thirds of this total.
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The Disinformation Dozen account for
up to 73% of Facebook’s anti-vaxx
content

Analysis of anti-vaccine content posted to Facebook over 689,000 ftimes in the last two
months shows that up to 73 percent of that content originates with members of the
Disinformation Dozen of leading online anti-vaxxers.

This analysis is based on a representative sample of 483 pieces of anti-vaccine content
that are known to be circulating in anti-vaccine Facebook Groups.

We collected this sample by analyzing anti-vaccine
posts containing URL links from 10 private and 20
public anti-vaccine Facebook Groups between 1
February and 16 March 2021. Groups in this sample
have between 2,500 and 235,000 members and The largest anti-vaccine Facebook
generate up to 10,000 posts per month. Group now has 236,000 members.

Vaccination Re-education
Discussion Forum

& Private group - 236.0K members

Researchers then analyzed the content of these URL links, tagging each of them to
indicate whether they contained a member of the Disinformation Dozen or originated
from a website controlled by or related to one of those members. For example, URL links
to articles hosted on Robert F. Kennedy, Jr.’s Children’s Health Defense website were
attributed to Kenneduy, Jr.

Finally, in order to establish the full distribution of this content on Facebook, we used
Facebook’s own CrowdTangle analytics tool to establish how many times these URLs
have been shared on the platform.

How COVID-19 'Vaccines' May Destroy the Lives of Millions _

Analysis by Dr. Joseph Mercola { v Fact Checked ) FACEBOOK INTERACTIONS ©© % Downlsac

f R February 14, 2021 O 26737 i) 8541 © 53876 @ 12,320

TOP REFERRALS

€) Faceboak Twitter @ Reddit © Instagram

TitEs FOSTED TOTAL INTERACTIONS TOTAL FOULOWERS
195 721 1,231,649
. — |

The World Freedom

’udy mko I' Dlscu s . Alliance Feb 12, 2021 ™ K

- Cynthia McKinney,

SARS '20V-2 L SRR
Shirley's Wellness

’ﬁa Cafe Jan 31,2021 il 5

This article by Joseph Mercola is from our sample of posts in anti-vaccine Facebook Groups.

Facebook’s CrowdTangle analytics tool shows it was shared over 12,000 times on the platform.

This revealed that the anti-vaccine content in our sample had been posted or shared
across Facebook a total of 689,404 times. Content attributed fo members of the
Disinformation Dozen had been posted or shared 503,896 times, representing 73.1
percent of the total anti-vaccine posts represented by our sample.
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Facebook is underestimating the
influence of leading anti-vaxxers

Recent reports suggest that Facebook conducted its own internal analysis to understand
the spread of vaccine hesitant content on its platform.®

According to these reports, Facebook’s data scientists discovered that just 10 out of 638
population segments contained 50 percent of all vaccine hesitancy content on the
platform. These segments represented distinct types of users, Groups and Pages that
could each be at least each 3 million people.

Facebook also found that in the population segment containing the most vaccine
hesitancy, just 111 individual users contributed half of all vaccine hesitant content.

These findings corroborate our research showing that just a small number of determined
anti-vaxxers are responsible for much of the anti-vaccine content on Facebook, but
Facebook is likely to be under-representing the concentration of the problem for two
reasons.

Facebook does not address the sources of anti-vaccine content

Facebook’s internal research does not seem to examine the ultimate source of “vaccine
hesitant content” on its platform. This means that posts that share someone else’s
vaccine hesitant content are attributed to the individual users that share that content,
instead of the ultimate source. In this case, Facebook would attribute 12,000 shares of an
anti-vaccine article from Joseph Mercola’s website to the individual users who shared it,
instead of Mercola himself.

This approach is also in keeping with Facebook’s failure to recognise the real-world
connections between accounts, for example by deplatforming the Instagram accounts of
some anti-vaxxers while leaving their Facebook and organisational accounts intact, as
was the case with Robert F. Kennedy, Jr.

Facebook’s algorithms struggle to identify vaccine content

The Center for Countering Digital Hate’s previous report, Malgorithm, showed that
Instagram’s algorithm would not always identify posts that contained content about
vaccines, and so many posts about vaccines would not carry information labels as
infended.’® Facebook is reported to have carried out this internal research using similar
“software algorithms”, meaning it may have missed significant amounts of vaccine
hesitant content. It also makes it far less likely that Facebook has developed algorithmic
methods of distinguishing between individual expressions of vaccine hesitancy and the
organised vaccine disinformation that this report examines.
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Up to 17% of anti-vaccine tweets
feature the Disinformation Dozen

Analysis of over 120,000 anti-vaccine tweets collected in the last two months shows that
up to 17 percent feature the Disinformation Dozen of leading online anti-vaxxers.

This analysis is based on a representative sample of 123,494 anti-vaccine tweets
identified by analysis of their text contents.

We collected this sample using Brandwatch, an enterprise social listening tool, to extract
anti-vaccine fweets posted between 1 February and 16 March 2021 based on text
analysis. Retweets and quote tweets were also extracted to discover which pieces of
anti-vaccine content were shared most frequently.

Tweets were selected based on their use of anti-vaccine keywords, phrases and
hashtags, as well as selecting tweets about vaccines from known anti-vaxxers including
those who are not members of the Disinformation Dozen. This process selected tweets
using phrases commonly used by anti-vaxxers such as “informed consent” and
“casedemic” in combination with more common terms regarding Covid vaccines.

This sample was then analysed using an automated set of rules to tag those that
featured the name or username of a member of the Disinformation Dozen, or contained a
link fo a website controlled by or related to one of them.

Tweets that were extracted and tagged using these methods were then checked by
researchers on a daily basis to maintain the quality of our data.

This analysis showed that 21,351 of the tweets in our sample featured members of the
Disinformation Dozen equivalent to 17.3% of the whole sample.

Rizza Islam )
‘, | BE President Elect- Chuy
Get ready! We're exposing it ALL! @livingr3ntfree
© The Nation of Islam You have a greater chance of dying from falling in the shower

NG than from the rona.... but yeah we all need a vaccine for the

Covid-19 experimental vaccines, medical racism and a warning to plandemic going on.
Black America buff.ly/3c2p7Nz via @TheFinalCall #SD2021

#Farrakhan

An example tweet from our sample in which Rizza  This tweet from our sample was identified by its use
Islam, a member of the Disinformation Dozen, of the words “rona’, “vaccine” and “plandemic’.
promaotes an anti-vaccine film featuring Robert F.

Kennedy Jr.
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Platforms must act on the
Disinformation Dozen

Social media companies must now follow their repeated promises with concrete action.
Updated policies and statements hold little value unless they are strongly and
consistently enforced.

With the vast majority of harmful content being spread by a select number of accounts,
removing those few most dangerous individuals and groups can significantly reduce the
amount of disinformation being spread across platforms.

The public cannot make informed decisions about their health when they are constantly
inundated by disinformation and false content. By removing the source of
disinformation, social media platforms including Facebook, Instagram and Twitter can
enable individuals to make a truly informed choice about vaccines.

Deplatform the Disinformation Dozen

The most effective and efficient way to stop the dissemination of harmful information is
to deplatform the most highly visible repeat offenders, who we term the Disinformation
Dozen. This should also include the organisations these individuals control or fund, as
well as any backup accounts they have established to evade removal.

Joseph Mercola
Robert F. Kenneduy, Jr.
Ty and Charlene Bollinger
Sherri Tenpenny
Rizza Islam

Rashid Buttar

Erin Elizabeth
Sayer Ji

. Kelly Brogan

10. Christiane Northrup
11. Ben Tapper

12. Kevin Jenkins

WONOU S WS

Deplatform key anti-vaxxer arganisations

In addition to deplatforming the personal accounts of the Disinformation Dozen,
platforms must also acknowledge the real-world networks they use to spread their anti-
vaccine messages. This means deplatforming key organisations that are linked to the
Disinformation Dozen or simply help spread their messages.

e Children’s Health Defense (Robert F. Kennedy, Jr.)

¢ Informed Consent Action Network (ICAN) (Del Bigtree)

¢ National Vaccine Information Center (NVIC) (Barbara Loe Fisher, Joseph Mercola)
e QOrganic Consumers Assaciation (OCA) (Joseph Mercola)

¢ Millions Against Medical Mandates

10
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Platforms must do more to protect
users from harmful misinformation

In addition to removing repeat offenders, in taking the following steps, social media
platforms can make monumental strides toward decreasing the presence of
misinformation on feeds.

Establish a clear threshold for enforcement action

A low threshold, such as two strikes, would allow for moderate enforcement that does
not rise to the level of removal, such as restriction of a page’s ability to go live or post
video content without moderated review. Such an approach could allow for efficient
balancing of harm reduction with the preservation of free speech on a large scale.

Display corrective posts to users exposed to disinformation

Serve users who have been exposed to content deemed fo be in violation of the policy
with corrective posts from trusted providers at three times the frequency at which they
consumed misinformation. These corrective posts should be designed with input from
experts to ensure that they help address the negative social consequences of
misinformation such as vaccine hesitancy without inadvertently entrenching their
opinions through the “backfire effect”.”

Add warning screens when users click links to misinformation sites

Add a warning screen in front of third-party websites housing content associated with
vaccine misinformation profiteering. Additionally, platforms should stand up a task farce
to maintain awareness of frends in vaccine misinformation dissemination and provide
updated recommendations as needed.

Institute an Accountability API

Institute an Accountability APl to allow experts on sensitive and high-importance topics
to perform the human analysis that will ultimately make Facebook’s Al more effective.
Platforms can also offer guidance for users wishing to debunk information without
running afoul of enforcers.

Ban private and secret anti-vaccine Facebook Groups

Ban private groups that traffic primarily in vaccine disinformation and prevent groups
that require a Facebook disclaimer from existing as private or secret Groups. Anti-vaxxers
rely on the privacy of these Groups to spread dangerous anti-vaccine disinformation with
impunity.

n
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Appendix: The Disinformation Dozen

The following profiles of the Disinformation Dozen collate their current access to
Facebook, Twitter and Instagram; key biographical details; and examples of their content
and posts which breach platform standards.

1 Joseph Mercola

Facebook: Active
Twitter: Active
Instagram:  Active

Joseph Mercola is a successful anti-vaccine entrepreneur, peddling dietary supplements
and false cures as alternatives to vaccines. Mercola’s combined personal social media
accounts have around 3.6 million followers.

Example Violations

@ drmercola & - Follow

@ drmercola & According to this former

oY pharmaceutical VP, the slight uptick in
deaths we're currently seeing isn't due
to COVID-19 as many believe. When
you look closely at who's dying and

why, a whole different picture
emerges

Click the link in my bio to read the
full story https://bit.ly/3pWHtpG

@
e tutuspantry @chadcnewman o
The same number of people have died in 16w Reply
2020 that, on average, have died in
previous years. This simply wouldn't be Qv N

the case if we had a lethal pandemic. 196 lkes

MERCOLA @ Add a comment

Take Control of Your Health

12
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@ drmercola & -« Follow
@ drmercola & CommonPass is a digital
y “health passport” framework initiated

by The Commons Project, the World

Economic Forum and The Rockefeller
Foundation

Click the link in my bio to read the
full story https://bit.ly/33fqgDsm

®

deleitch If we resist and the
airlines go broke, they will stop

Forced vaccination is part of the plan to “reset” s nsaniy
the global economic system. Now, global
vaccine passports are being introduced, and it's
only a matter of time before vaccination status ©Qv W
will be a prerequisite for travel. 2,859 likes

MERCOLA @

‘Control of Your Hoath

This Mercola article included in our sample of URLs posted in anti-vaccine Facebook
Groups claims that “hydrogen peroxide tfreatment can successfully tfreat most viral
respiratory illnesses, including coronavirus” has been shared on Facebook 4,600 times.

Could Hydrogen Peroxide Treat Coronavirus?

Analysis by Dr. Joseph Mercola

April 09,2020

MERCOLA

Take Control of Your Health

1533 & 4

13
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2 Robert F. Kennedy Jr.

Facebook: Active
Twitter: Active
Instagram:  Part Removed

Kennedy is a long-standing anti-vaxxer, and his Children’s Health Defense (CHD) hosts a
range of anti-vaccine articles.

Kennedy’s account was banned from Instagram on 8 February, yet his Facebook Page
remains active, as does the CHD’s Instagram page.

Kennedy and Children’s Health Defense released a film in mid-March targeting members
of the Black and Latino communities with failored anti-vaccine messages. Facebook and
Twitter continue to allow him a platform to promote these false claims.

Example Violations

Robert F. Kennedy Jr. shared this post which contains misinformation about Covid
vaccines posing a threat fo pregnant women.

a Robert F. Kennedy, Jr
jata s N ( VID vac
)

False Information
Checked by independent fact-checkers

Health Officials Push Pregnant Women to Get COVID
Shots, Despite Known Risks « Children's Health Defense

Le®

A misleading claim that Hank Aaron’s death was “part of a wave of suspicious deaths”
remains available with a “missing context” label, despite the Medical Examiner
confirming no association.

i Robert F. Kennedy, Jr ()

Hank Aaron'’s tragic death is part of a wave of suspicious deaths among
elderly closely following administration of COVID vaccines. The baseball
legend received the Moderna vaccine on Jan. 5, in an attempt to inspire
other Black Americans to step up to the plate and get the vaccine.

CHILDRENSHEALTHDEFENSE ORG
Home Run King Hank Aaron Dies of ‘Undisclosed Cause’ 18...

The 86-year-old sports icon received the first of two doses of Moderna's v.

14


https://childrenshealthdefense.org/
https://medicalracism.childrenshealthdefense.org/
https://www.facebook.com/rfkjr/posts/2877302445929819?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXjk2hL2AwEpWPP7wvhb11QJ3cBpgFKC2ec6m1NoglYRI7J7_a64zMSZQ25SA3mA2bKA_G4-Hhclg_Ru90o1vZcczj_iHEU_Iud5RgcfNr2WQIic570VKfP1qx9rryjHOlFfe-JAj3cvG3DobESv-u0&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/rfkjr/posts/2854238814902849
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Here and here, Kennedy promotes misinformation linking Covid vaccines to deaths.

February 14 at 10:49 AM - Q@

=§ RobertF. Kennedy, Jr cos These numbers reflect the latest data available as of Feb. 4 from the CDC's Vaccine Adverse Event
ary 15 - Q Reporting System website. Of the 653 reported deaths, 602 were from the U.S. The average age of
those who died was 77, the youngest was 23.

g Robert F. Kennedy, Jr

READ + SHARE this excellent account on COVID vaccine-related
adverse events, ranging from life-threatening anaphylaxis to death.

CHILDRENSHEALTHDEFENSE.ORG
653 Deaths + 12,044 Other Injuries Reported Following COVID Vaccine, Latest CDC
Data Show - Children’s Health Defense

0 Missing Context. Independent fact-checkers say this information could mislead people.

CHILDRE EFENSE.ORG See Why
Tip of the Iceberg? Thousands of COVID Vaccine Injuries
and 13 Deaths Reported in December Alone - Children'...

Qi 27 673 Comments 1.6K Shares

15


https://www.facebook.com/rfkjr/posts/2849050142088383?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXyELXeecqDAaQmruZrDHxNzdwSYlqxkaqVb5uYdJc5MiKI9AgWseV3kfYyva7Ssi2ICacHC7NJamrvtcalJ2cQgUytEmHWhrc2gFJQuHdhDqYpI5ZjbZWaQ9VweOEZT9hQx61FtUQCf-XqkCfPAa9n&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/rfkjr/posts/2870835966576467?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVqXVV33oyBsTJf-Ho6QyVv1L-eMCX7ugf1glxgMCx-8xX17aIjHX7Kfm54t246eUWGxURmSTonimB3dxNWFdmNPrl3NhMULaOs5FIwx4Ze2QZaJXbsCUTy5VszFlueZ9s7d6NQPQs4C52MPDYOU9J7&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R
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3 Ty & Charlene Bollinger

Facebook: Active
Twitter: Active

Instagram:  Active m i
Ty and Charlene Bollinger are anti-vax entrepreneurs who run a network of accounts that

market books and DVDs about vaccines, cancer and COVID-19. In 2020 they launched the
United Medical Freedom Super PAC ahead of last year’s United States elections.

The Bollingers have promoted the conspiracy theory that Bill Gates plans to inject
everyone with microchips as part of a vaccination program.

Example Violations

#’&,‘ Ty Charlene Bollinger
]

$ 20h- S

Have you had enough of the fake pandemic

yet?

®e®MD 1K 233 Comments 30 Shares

Dr.. .I(en .p' S.t.°ller’ MD @ thetruthaboutvaccinest « Follow ...
Board certified Pediatrician for over 20 years,

focusing on brain injured children and adults.

“For over 20 years, the federal

e thetruthaboutvaccinesttav If vaccines
don't cause #Autism, why does the
government compensate families that

t h bl. I d H d have been affected by Autism after
governmen as pu Ic y enle a receiving a vaccine?
vaccine/autism link while at the
B B ° °
same time, its Vaccine |n]ury .
a inga_r_ingo | choose not to
e i hild b |
Compensation Program has been batve ther o . However
x - one of my children has Autism
awarding damages for vaccine sl
» e h.ld e h b e etc that are also contributing to the
t t isi b f child ith
injury to children with brain el
° °
damage, seizures, and autism... o st
v b t. - View rantiae (1)
accines cause autism. . =
ZTRUT 754 likes
VACCINES. ‘

(@ For information about vaccines, visit who.int. @ Add a comment

16
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Promoting a debunked story which claims that the Covid vaccine is responsible for
several deaths in Senegal.

COVID-1Y7 vVaccine Killed

Seven Children in Senegal,
Africa

i“ Alter Picar

@ 1.1k views

The Truth About Vaccines Docu-
Series

10 April 2020 - &

Y Like J) Comment g£> Share

* 4| O

@thetruthaboutvaccinesttayv

=,

rﬂ\ -
\\§ "y, . Vaccine

-

P ) —

.

h\\

The Bollingers have also posted content that violates platform standards on election
misinformation. This post falsely claims the US Presidential election was “stolen” and
promotes the rally the Bollingers spoke at on 6 January.

ty.charlene.bollinger + Follow

J Ll .

oin us in DC on Jan 6
ty.charlene.bollinger Come join us in
DC on Jan 6th. Ty and | will be

£ 9 Ty Charlene Bollinger speaking with some of our good

! h-@ friends: #RogerStone @joyvilla,

@mikkiallenwillis,

Our internet is finally back up here in Nashville after the @lori_martin_gregory, @highwiretalk,

Christmas day bombing. They will stop at nothing to and more! Let us know if you are
coming. And come by to say hello and

stgal this lelectlon and ‘AmerAuca. Be assured that they get a picture with us, QOB 4 . L&
will not win. Ty and | will be in DC on Jan 6th speaking. B #MAGA #StopTheSteal #Trump2020

We hope you will be there with us! #StopTheSteal #Freedom

#MAGA #Trumi

e modelcarolalt & ¥¥ ©

+ﬁ rosiecharleslopez We are with you ¢,
& 1

© QY N

4,546 views

®

17


https://www.facebook.com/ttavdocuseries/photos/a.1130522390640001/1130522197306687
https://www.instagram.com/p/CJU8m7RAxR0/
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4 Sherri Tenpenny

Facebook: Part Removed
Twitter: Active
Instagram:  Active

Sherri Tenpenny is an osteopath physician who spreads anti-vaccine sentiment and false
claims about the safety and efficacy of masks via her social media channels. While her
Facebook account has been removed, her Twitter and Instagram are still intact.

Example Violations

Facebook’s policies state that false claims about the safety and efficacy of masks are
prohibited. Tenpenny, who regularly advocates against mask-wearing, is clearly in
violation of that policy here.

G:) drtenpenny View Profile

Conclusions

This study is the first RCT of cloth masks, and
the results caution against the use of
cloth masks...

Moisture retention, reuse of cloth masks and
poor filtration may result in increased risk
of infection.

However, as a precautionary measure,
cloth masks should not be recommended
for HCWs, particularly in high-risk situations,
and guidelines need to be updated.

the hizfat{?ve

htips /lbmjopen bmj comicontent/5/4/e006577

#BREATHE

18
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On 23 June 2020 Sherri Tenpenny tweeted that the longer you wear a mask, the more
unhealthy you get. Tenpenny alleged that masks suppress your immune system.

7 A Dr Sherri Tenpenny
4y ©@BusyDrT

The #MaskAgenda has nothing to do with health and
everything to do with control & suppressing your
#immunesystem. The longer you wear one, the more
unhealthy you become.

8 USAVET!!! @USAVET6 - Jun 23, 2020

Hillsborough County | HAVE BEEN UP IN PANHANDLE AREA FOR TWO WEEKS
AND BASICALLY NO ONE WEARS MASKS!! THEY HAVE THE LOWEST CASES AND
THE LOWEST DEATHS!! EXPLAIN THAT LITTLE SHEEP!! KEEP DRINKING THE KOOL
AID!I!

Show this thread

7:27 PM - Jun 23, 2020 - Twitter Web App

Tenpenny also posts, “Stop getting tested. If you are getting tested you are part of the
problem.” This clearly violates Facebook’s policy against claims that can discourage
someone from getting a government-approved COVID-19 test.

drtenpenny
) Ohio, USA View Profile

Kulvinder Kaur MD

On Dec 14, 2020, even the political
WHO issued a public warning re “elevated
risk for false SARSCoV2 results” with PCR
tests used for detection of SARSCoV2.
The WHO recommended “manually”
adjusting “high Ct values"” and providing
“Ct value in the report”.

WHO Information Notice for IVD Users

View More on Instagram

19


https://twitter.com/BusyDrT/status/1275495653150527488
https://www.instagram.com/p/CI5jDJInnf0
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After Instagram took down an Instagram Live with disgraced former doctor Andrew
Wakefield, Tenpenny took to Instagram again with Wakefield with a video where
Wakefield calls COVID-19 an “alleged plague,” and errantly discusses a vaccine that “has
killed more children than it has saved from the targeted disease.” This video alone
contains numerous violations of Facebook’s stated policies yet remains available despite
Instagram seeing fit to remove it the first time it was posted.

§ o =)

20


https://www.instagram.com/tv/CH-w2xfnfR9
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5 Rizza Islam

Facebook: Removed
Twitter: Active
Instagram:  Active

Rizza Islam’s anti-vaccine posts aim to spread vaccine hesitancy amongst African
Americans. While Facebook removed Rizza Islam’s Facebook Page in February, he
continues to post anti-vaccine messages from his Instagram and Twitter accounts.

Example Violations

Rizza Islam promoted the false conspiracy theory that COVID vaccines make women
infertile in a tweeft last June.

? ; Rizza Islam

@IslamRizza
Now it has been SAID that a whistleblower at
#glaxosmithkline just tested their new #COVID19
vaccine on 63 women in the UK and made 61 of them
infertile! Sanofi's S-protein #Covid_19 antigen and

GSK's pandemic adjuvant technology. This information
Is currently being confirmed.

8:46 PM - Jun 18, 2020 - Twitter for Android

Rizza Islam recently tweeted that he recovered from COVID in 48 hours by following a
special diet.

I  Rizza Islam

? @IslamRizza
| BEAT #COVID in 48 hours. This was how; 1. No solid
foods only hot soups with vegetable broth, no dairy,
lots of spices including turmeric & cayenne pepper. 2.

Roughly 2 gallons of water each day=4 gallons of water
that i drank in 2 days. 3. 4,000 mgs of vit. C every 4

hours. &

12:31 AM - Feb 3, 2021 - Twitter for Android

21
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https://twitter.com/IslamRizza/status/1356762147057856512
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In this February 2021 post, Islam posts a video which contains contains the claim that
vaccines cause autism in higher rates in non-white children.

@ _rizzaislam - Follow

gabriel_the_pr_dream_chaser
Once they fact check your post
then you know they are targeting
truth

likes Reply

876babyyy Ain't seen yo posts in
a while. They tryna hide yo truth

yourtime2mend Instagram says
this is "false” yet we can watch
videos of Our people being gunned
down on a daily 27 M8

oQv

13,858 views

all Inua alumie mn Vac thav

» 0:.00/11:29

£\ See why fact-checkers say this is false.

<@

This post claims that “Satan” is behind the COVID vaccine and discourages audience
members from receiving the vaccine.

THE PEOPLE Jfaﬁ
ENSLAVED YQ

@originahinking

X

"/D _rizzaislam - Follow

_rizzaislam Soon MOST of the people
will see the truth......... Period. @%=. |
just know that the more truth we bring
the more people will be helped. So
there is no stopping the truth! We will
do this until it is OVER!
@oariginalthinkingz
@notanothertuskegeeexperiment

14

telle_martin @deepdimps1

@

e
e
oQv

525 views

Rej

telle_martin AA A A

Reply

free soap B8

22


https://www.instagram.com/p/CLqgeM5gvcs/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CLrxUHNAHPE/
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In this February 2021 post, Islam suggests that Bill Gates had a role in planning the

pandemic.

’ Let's infect /D _rizzaislam - Follow

| computers with |

viruses and then sell

| anu,vims software /D _rizzaislam Pretty much - #BillGates -
! "We don't want your vacc .~ nes!" -

\ Farrakhan

@ ifetayo_queen Such a sad truth &

6d 7 likes Reply

kris_kringles76 The Authenticity

in this! &
5d 6 likes Reply
Let's ——  View replies (2)
infect people
deemannice They tricked my
w"h V‘fuses people into thinking health come
and then from a vaccine. When the New
sell vaccines OOV =
»
1,756 likes
' © Add a comment
S
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6 Rashid Buttar

Facebook: Active
Twitter: Active
Instagram:  Active i

Rashid Buttar is an osteopath physician and conspiracy theorist known for videos posted
to his YouTube channel.

Example Violations

In this Facebook post, Buttar claimed that Covid vaccines cause infertility.

b

*
*

1. You can STILL spread the virus &
2. You can STILL get COVID again &%

3. 10-15% chance of adverse effects ®
4. Anaphylaxis & Bell’s Palsy side effects
5. Increased risk of HIV!!! (WT...2?2) &
6. Becoming sterile almost a certainty ®
7. ZERO vaccine manufacturer liability &
8. Directed by WHO, GAVI (got it wrong)
9. You MUST STILL wear a mask! £&
10. You MUST STILL socially distance! ®
11. You get only 2 months of immunity T
...before you have to do it again! ®

@DrButtar

In this video posted to Facebook, Buttar claims that COVID-19 tests have living
microorganisms (discouraging people from getting government-approved tests).

“ Dr. Rashid A Buttar is now on LiveStream  Recorded Live
Dr. Rashid A. Buttar

AskDrButtar.com/Ask °L.52352 L PUTTAR
ANCED MEDICINE # https://t.me/AdvancedMedicine

CENTERS FOR
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https://www.huffpost.com/entry/coronavirus-conspiracy-theories-social-media_n_5e83d701c5b6a1bb764f6d3b
https://www.facebook.com/DrRashidAButtar/posts/3936780123019671?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZU2qcA9icb00EJjHxCTtGfo0ryV5cJhjtnxcJjiM-EhxaOUgTE1rlUU054nyM4mUCjHgkynK0IUfPjMriHaD0KO6OvrhnXDwPt7oqBk59ZbRuZn4_TSlTP250FO5FuP53Me500zY5zVRaNEnr1d0BC0&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/DrRashidAButtar/videos/254586072942496
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Erin Elizabeth, partner to Joseph Mercola, runs Health Nut News, a prominent ‘alternative

health’ website with affiliated newsletter and social media accounts.

Example Violations

This Instagram post claims vaccines are part of a medical industry plan to create “a

chronically-ill population”.

I didn't get
my flu shot!

Becaus_e I'm smart enough to realize that
the medical industry prefers a chronically-
ill population over a healthy one

healthnutnews « Follow
Daytona Beach, Florida

healthnutnews | love all 10,000 of you
who liked this picture. That's almost
10% of my followers on here. Glad you
all get it. A @ i'm giving away five
of them to some lucky winners which
are a little smaller than most of our
usual gifts but they were such a hit :-)

©)

kellincorwin By chance do you ©
have info on the flu shot and
pregnancy....clearly I'm assuming

it's just as bad, but | can't

understand why they push it on

§OoQv A
J Liked by davidavocadowolfe and
10,739 others

2
44%; healthnutnews « Follow

{gz‘; healthnutnews #Political Art
#NotReally #Comedy
#ExposeBillGates #HealthNutNews
#ErinElizabeth

@
B bahim @O O®
QY

1,413 likes
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https://www.healthnutnews.com/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CGxu13dg5Dr/
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Everyone is arguing over the safety of
a drug that was FDA approved in 1955,
and I'm just over here like:

"Hydroxychloroquine was more
thoroughly tested than the
vaccines they want to mandate
on your baby"

AGGRESSIVE

&z)

Hydroxychloroquine

will fuck up my

n Multi-BiIlion dollar -
»
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3,667 likes

Qv

2,802 likes

Page 27 of 41 PagelD

CCDH/

Center for Countering Digital Hate

healthnutnews + Follow

healthnutnews Pretty much spot on.
#Reality #HealthFreedom
#MedicalFreedom #MedicalChoice
#MedicalChoice #NotMiracle
#HealthNutNews #ErinElizabeth
#Truth #Holistic #HolisticHealth

33w

@

kaytprend Truth V)
3w Reply

hairbyjoc § G V)

33w Reply

@ Add a comment...

healthnutnews « Follow
Ormond Beach, Florida

healthnutnews A little humor this
weekend although you better laugh or
you'll cry. #ExposeBillGates #Truth
#Health #MedicalFreedom
#MedicalChoice #HealthFreedom
#HealthChoice #HealthNutNews
#ErinElizabeth

®

livepauhana (@)

3

@ Add a comment
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Erin Elizabeth also posted this antisemitic conspiracy theory about the Rothschilds to her
Instagram account

‘(Q"“ healthnutnews « Follow
& Ormond Beach, Florida

'& ; healthnutnews I'm sorry to be the
Y  truth teller here but the Global elite
are running the show. #Rockefeller
#Epstein #Weinstein #ExposeBillGates
#Rothschild #GlobalElite
#NewWorldOrder #TruthTeller
#HealthNutNews #ErinElizabeth

IELLO THERE, y ; @

MY NAME IS JACOB ROTHSCHILD.

MY FAMILY IS WORTH .~ . hereiamsendit And he is satanist @)
500 TRILLION DOLLARS. ' it

WE OWN NEARLY EVERY
CENTRAL BANK IN THE WORLD.

7 [ Lannuialbaua 1ia navar eann

WE FINANCED BOTH SIDES OF

EVERY WAR SINCE NAPOLEON. QY A
3,961 likes

WE OWN YOUR NEWS,
THE MEDIA, YOUR OIL,
AND YOUR GOVERNMENT.

®)

You have probably never heard of me.
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https://www.instagram.com/p/CDmWlJZAipT/

Case 3:25-cv-00543-WWB-MCR  Document 8-1  Filed 06/03/25 Page 29 of 41 PagelD

CCDH/

Center for Countering Digital Hate

309

8 Sayer Ji

Facebook: Active
Twitter: Removed
Instagram:  Part Removed

Sayer Ji runs a popular alternative health website, GreenMedInfo.com, and affiliated
social media accounts that promote pseudoscience and anti-vaccine misinformation.
Despite his GreenMedInfo accounts being removed by Twitter and Instagram, it is still
available on Facebook.

An article on GreenMedInfo.com falsely claimed that "The FDA knows that rushed-to-
market COVID-19 vaccines may cause a wide range of life-threatening side effects,
including death."

Example Violations

In this March 2021 post Ji shares claims that the Pfizer vaccine has killed more people
than COVID.

FX . SayerJi
4h-Q

"We conclude that the Pfizer

vaccines, for the elderly, killed

during the 5-week vaccination
period about 40 times more people
than the disease itself would have
killed, and about 260 times more
people than the disease among the
younger age class. We stress that
:his is in order to produce a green
passport valid at most 6 months,
and promote Pfizer sales."”

~ Haim Yativ and Dr Seligmann,
Israeli researchers

GreenMedInfo.com

4h-Q
Please share this breaking story:
https://www.greenmedinfo.com/.../orders-magnitude-higher...

And ta... See More
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https://www.greenmedinfo.com/
https://www.politifact.com/factchecks/2020/dec/09/blog-posting/alternative-health-website-spreads-false-claim-abo/
https://www.facebook.com/sayerji/posts/10222154157776665?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXDGCJfBPj32-BDUicsnXvbtekZb4sqOLnY8dG97L7Ewb2UOam38wkYLleNW7oZCAqZOe1oa1XFtsgvjhylFu-ESgctjwu3sn0FW_nNJZzec7KTl7Xx_7TnaGBMrsc9bfeOj-Pt1YYkqoucTnC5yC3QGPYx6wJ57Kubf2oT8KXR2A&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R
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O sayergmi * Follow

6 michele_snaps_life | haven't been )

on Facebook since last summer,
due to seeing posts of people |
thought were thoughtful people
simply parroting media hype, so |
was sickened when | popped into
FB just now. Even my most aware
(or so | thought... one woman |
know knows about the Tuskegee
Experiments, eugenics, the
Rockefeller influence in AMA...)

‘VOC c i n e' u pto ke are bragging about their V shots.

One "really cool" (or so | thought)
. friend compared people who

Th e | d eo Of O don't get the V to... (qulp @)

DRUNK DRIVERS. | think I'm

{ - ’ ; ; .
going to vomit. | don't pay
VO C C l n e p O S s p O rt attention to any fear about the

monster virus, not one minute of
Is completely unworkable. e m

3,416 likes

..Lhink about that for.a minute
now get busy...sharing is caring. () Addacomment

so you'r telling me, the same
guy that said " we can lower the
amount of people on earth with
vaccines "is now making a ¢ Sl i
vaccine and the people cant
wait to get injected with it

sayergmi * Follow

8 ohdeardrea # i ask this all the ©
time.

ﬁ blvck_light and people get mad

at u for not wearing a mask, after
it being over a year. same people
who don't have a clue about
nutrition and the body

41likes Reply
——  View replies (2)
voulacheech This is exactly howi

feel every time someone excitedly
tells me thevr'e aoina for their

Qv N

5,413 likes
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The FLU has decided
to identify as
COVID-19 and we
should all respect and
support its decision.

| refuse to participate
in a medical
conspiracy that says
wearing a mask is
healthy and we all
pretend healthy
people areill and can
make us all sick.
@sayergmi

Missing Context. Independent fact-checkers say inform
mislead people.

ation in this post could
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@ sayergmi * Follow
»@ carmen.badan And | identi* .
\ healthy @

jill_anne_m I'm convinced most
positive pcr tests are really just
actually the flu!

Qv

4,551 likes

@ sayergmi * Follow
@ davidavocadowolfe # Amen.
What a total abomination.

hellomama.nutrition The s,
part is that people who we:
masks sit on their high freaking
horse and think that they are the

righteous ones @ @ ©

View replies (1

@ yojimd WE Talkin Asymptomatic
transmission? #cmonMeng

14 likes Reply
'l seanlphotog Right! People have
been brainwashed to think they

Qv

,3 Liked by davidavocadowolfe and
5,858 others

) s

v
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9 Kelly Brogan

Facebook: Removed
Twitter: Active
Instagram:  Active

Kelly Brogan is the partner of fellow alternative health entrepreneur Sayer Ji. She claims
to practice “holistic psychiatry” and sells a range of books and courses from her website.

Example Violations

Brogan has posted messages encouraging Instagram users not to wear masks

@ kellybroganmd @ - Follow

@

OQvVv N
6,376 likes

AUGUS

@ Add a comment...

@ kellybroganmd @ -« Follow

500 PEOPLE EXPOSED TO (@) meemssiomes

S -
;:g} + G
7 - Anatomy of a psyop: when the

“solution” is more harmful than the
ASYMPTOMATIC CARR'ERS “problem.” https://www.citizens-
v rights.org/about @
questioningcovid.com @
@awakening_sheep
@citizensrightsorg

WHY MASKS DO MORE
HARM THAN GOOD

39w
e joolzhatch “Submission © o
sugnaling”?? @ You have got to
be kidding me. Maybe this is why
l you're being shadiw banned-
Z ER O G OT S I C K you're a medical professional
spreading harmful disinfornation.

e (5 (C) R

98,515 views

» 0:00/5:17

@ Add a comment..
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https://www.instagram.com/p/CESnTUWnAmb/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CBp53Z1nuj6/
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In a widely viewed video in March, 2020, Kelly Brogan claimed that “there is potentially
no such thing as the coronavirus” because “it's not possible to prove that any given

pathogen has induced death.”

A post on Kelly Brogan’s website titled “Why We Stay Asleep When Covid-19 Is Trying fo
Wake Us Up” cites a number of COVID conspiracy theories, including that the pandemic
was planned. CrowdTangle analytics show it has been shared on Facebook nearly 11,000

times.

Why We Stay Asleep When
Qoyid -191s Trying to Wake Us Up

32


https://www.thedailybeast.com/the-gwyneth-paltrow-approved-goop-doctor-pushing-wacky-coronavirus-conspiracies?ref=home
https://kellybroganmd.com/why-we-stay-asleep-when-covid-19-is-trying-to-wake-us-up/
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10 Christiane Northrup

Facebook: Active
Twitter: Active
Instagram:  Active

Christiane Northrup is an obstetrics and gynecology physician who has embraced
alternative medicine and anti-vaccine conspiracies. She has used her social media
accounts to spread disinformation about the COVID-19 vaccine.

Example Violations

Here, Northrup links to a Google Doc that recommends HCQ and Ivermectin among
several substances as cures for COVID.

@ Dr. Christiane Northrup @
v NELT 5

ven't yet seen this.

Zelenko Protocol

1 .0 1745 z ommen
[Ll) Like (D comment £> Share

Most Relevant «

Write a comment...

Denise Noelle

yeah, too bad our government overlords suppress or outright block this. In LA
County, we are on the brink of a doomsday scenario to listen to our mayor &
health officials, yet all they got for us is "stay home!!!" despite how unrealisti
that is. E... See More

Here she makes the baseless claim that vaccines cause an 800% increase in chronic
illness.

33


https://www.facebook.com/DrChristianeNorthrup/posts/10164540041425029?
https://www.facebook.com/DrChristianeNorthrup/posts/10164535402200029?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZX-bEcs0Eqy7xSO4KqkW8pl3HnBEPIXype9zkfqBubZnZdmxpRYl44XGMTqACNH9NJ0YAV_aVnYvZnLb_chRkUoaksGAEQ_SQkGStckvPyDCyvudNj_8CN9hRApUw35acrggxoQrbVSg9YEI3SQpuKq&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R
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Dr. Christiane Northrup #' Sign Up 1l Like

Some evidence highlights from the case:

National data of vaccinated children show approximately 54% of children have a chronic health
condition. But in The Control Group of unvaccinated children, the number is only 6%

That means vaccination causes an 800% increased risk of chronic illness in children. And this
has now been proven with a 99% confidence interval. Moreover, this pattern is repeated over
and over and over in The Control Group data with 99% confidence: diabetes (0% in the
unvaccinated Control Group v. 10% in the vaccinated), digestive disorders (0.4% in the
unvaccinated v. 18% in the vaccinated), ADHD (0.47% in the unvaccinated v. 9.4% in the
vaccinated)

The Control Group provides numerical proof that vaccines are causing chronic illness.

For example, the p-value (probability or odds) that the excess health conditions seen in the
vaccinated population under the age of 18 are not due to vaccine exposure is 1in
84,721,527,559,728,800,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,00
0,000,000,000,000,000,000.

The calculated Pearson correlation coefficient shows a “very high correlation” between the
increase in the CDC vaccine schedule and the increase in these chronic illnesses. This is
another numerical proof showing vaccines are causing chronic illnes:

America is suffering an epidemic of chronic illness caused by vaccination. The Nation will
collapse on the current trajectory of vaccination.

Vaccination is unavoidably unsafe. It is a form of experimental biological alteration of the
human immune system

Improved living conditions (not vaccination) is responsible for historical improvement of public
health.

See all the evidence at the Control Group Website.

James Grundvig
New York, NY
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11 Ben Tapper

Facebook: Active
Twitter: Active
Instagram:  Active

Ben Tapper is a chiropractor with a growing following on social media. He has routinely
posted COVID disinformation and spoken out against masking.

Example Violations

@ dr.bentapper « Follow

“We don‘t have a
ﬂ dr.bentapper A local hospital here in
i) town just stated that there is nothing

o you can do naturally to fight against
Pan em'c o Peop e this dis-ease. | refrain from giving the
hospital name out of respect to them,
but THAT statement couldn't be
® farther from the truth. If you are
allina over dead i b e
® HEAL IS FAR GREATER THAN ANYONE
HAS PERMITTED YOU TO BELIEVE.
Never forget that. Telling a patient

&
We have a pandemic s

is the worst thing you could ever say
to a patient. It steals all hope. What
about prayer? Studies have shown the

O O
of false positives!” ==
® supplementing with Vitamin D3? Did

vimss brmaves it ina bhavmnana and nad o

@dr.bentapper BN :

@ Add a comment

@ dr.bentapper * Follow
ﬂ dr.bentapper Fear is the virus. | pray
gy

the people wake up and realize we are
not just tolerating a temporary
inconvenience, but we are headed into
a full-on medical dictatorship.

@

@ mermorganc @jcassidy56 ©
Reply

. pokerinatania But what dowe do
72?2 How do we fix this problem .
If we all feel and think the way we

do in this chat, how do we make a
JE T S S

0oQv n

5,477 likes
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dr.bentapper ¢ Follow

dr.bentapper Like our billboard? &

@

yasminonedeepshah Ur in
omaha? My old stomping ground

16w Reply
anton._toha Aromb | @ g7 Kapkac v}

AN 4ebunos, KoTopble He
MOHMMaIOT ))

5w Reply

lLindecavinnac vd Vac

Qv N
10,286 likes

3ER 1

@ Add a comment

dr.bentapper * Follow

drbentapper &

#vaccinetruthadvocate #plantbased
#plandemic2020 #truth #vaccineinjury

@

mrsjessicamaatouk V)
@adamjkhoury
1like Reply
1
labrunete Boom !!!! V)
12w Reply

thrivawithravllia Hahashahahha

©oQv I

2,375 likes

@ Add a comment
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g Dr. Ben Tapper @ dr.bentapper * Follow

{ 1 @DrBenTapper1

}\tj @ dr.bentapper #science &
There is a total lack of evidence that 5
viruses can live outside the body.

. & N soulmeetshuman Thank
When the whole healing profession @ g;odbnelszl'm o the oy one
F at believes our iImmune system

comprehends this simple fact, there e nesd
will no longer be this fear of germs, nor . iindresmen
the need for vaccines, disinfectants,or ~ ~ ¢ N
other harmful germicides. @ ey i copeciie loning
7:26 PM - 12/21/20 - Twitter for iPhone (©) Add 2 comment
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12 Kevin Jenkins

Facebook: Active
Twitter: Active
Instagram:  Active

Kevin Jenkins is an anti-vaccine activist with a growing social media presence who has
appeared at public events with Robert F. Kennedy, Jr. Jenkins has called vaccines a
“conspiracy” to “wipe out” black people and is a co-founder of the Freedom Airway &
Freedom Travel Alliance, a company founded in late 2020 to help its members travel
around the world without observing any masking, quarantining, vaccination, or other
pandemic control measures.

Example Violations

In a now-deleted Facebook Live from DC on January 6th, Kevin Jenkins stands on stage
and tells the crowd that Black people are being targeted with the vaccine. “They are
spending a trillion dollars to convince you [the Black Community] that it’s ok fo kill
yourselves [with the COVID vaccinel.”

e Urban Global Health Alliance v
jary © at M9

CEO of UGHA in Washington DC

ol

_-‘\-

N SN SUSR

/
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https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2020/07/17/black-anti-vaccine-coronavirus-tuskegee-syphilis/
https://www.tapinto.net/towns/newark/sections/health-and-wellness/articles/community-concerns-over-ethics-of-vaccine-trials-in-newark-give-way-to-conspiracy-theories
https://www.thedailybeast.com/this-sketchy-new-company-wants-to-help-anti-vaxxers-travel
https://www.thedailybeast.com/this-sketchy-new-company-wants-to-help-anti-vaxxers-travel
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Here Jenkins claimed that the Black community is being targeted for experimentation
with the vaccine.
¥ Kevin Jenkips s with Kilgore Rand and 66 others

@ e 50

For the Informed Class!

Kevin Jenkins, the African American CEO of Urban Global Health Alliance introduced the
Frontline Doctors saying, "l know the reputation of these fine doctors. We should fight back in
the black community and not allow our children to be commoditized by big tech and big
pharma. This is about commoditizing the black body and taking our freedoms away from us..."

NTRAFFICTICKET.US
Frontline docs warn blacks of experimental vaccines, eugenics peril - Tulis
Report

In a now-deleted post, he also accused Hank Aaron of being paid off to take the vaccine -
calling him a “modern-day slavecatcher.”

® Kevin Jenkins is with Alicia lyyaakah BossMa Young

0 nd 48 others

<

For the Informed Class!

Aaron gets COVID vaccine, promotes its safety
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webuser.bus.umich.edu/yoonc/research/Papers/Skurnik_Yoon_Schwarz_2005_Myths_Facts_Flu_Health_Education_Campaigns_JAMA.pdf
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1075547015613523
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jarmac.2020.12.005
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The Center for Countering Digital Hate is a not-for-profit NGO that seeks to disrupt the
architecture of online hate and misinformation.

Digital technology has changed forever the way we communicate, build relationships,
share knowledge, set social standards, and negotiate and assert our society's values.

Digital spaces have been colonised and their uniqgue dynamics exploited by fringe
movements that instrumentalise hate and misinformation. These movements are
opportunistic, agile and confident in exerting influence and persuading people.

Over time these actors, advocating diverse causes - from anti-feminism to ethnic
nationalism to denial of scientific consensus - have formed a Digital Counter
Enlightenment. Their trolling, disinformation and skilled advocacy of their causes has
resocialised the offline world for the worse.

The Center's work combines both analysis and active disruption of these networks.
CCDH's solutions seek to increase the economic, political and social costs of all parts of
the infrastructure - the actors, systems and culture - that support, and often profit from
hate and misinformation.

Anti-Vax Watch

Anti-Vax Watch is an alliance of concerned individuals who are seeking to educate the
American public about the dangers of the anti-vax industry.

As the anti-vaccine industry actively seeks to undermine the rollout of the COVID vaccine
- capitalizing on a heightened sense of hesitancy from the public and targeting
communities of color who have already been disproportionately impacted by the
pandemic - we recognize that this is an all-hands-on-deck moment. We believe we must
join fogether to bring science and facts to the forefront and alert the public to the
dangerous agenda of anti-vaccine leaders.

Our efforts center around bringing to light the nefarious activities of the anti-vaccine
industry and working with leading experts to dispute their falsehoods and non-medical
disinformation with science, research and expert analysis. Our goal is to support the
efforts of leading health experts, pro-vaccine researchers and educators, civil rights and
business organizations, and others who, like us, recognize the importance of raising
awareness of the science of vaccines.
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Introduction

In March 2021, CCDH and Anti-Vax Watch identified the top 12 spreaders of anti-vaccine
disinformation on social media in our report, The Disinformation Dozen. The CEQs of
Facebook, Twitter and Google responded by pledging to strengthen and better enforce
their policies; crack down on vaccine disinformation on their platforms; and protect public
health - but they have not kept their promises. Despite continued violations of
community standards, the majority of the Disinformation Dozen remain online and active
in their disinformation-spreading campaigns on at least one platform.

Facebook, Twitter, and Google CEQOs were put on notice by bipartisan members of the
U.S. House Energy and Commerce Committee in a March 25 hearing about the dangers
of the misinformation spread by the Disinformation Dozen. Senators Klobuchar, Lujan
and Warner and a group of 12 state Attforneys General also sounded the alarm.

Since the hearing with legislators, the CEOs’ failure to back up their promises with actions
has allowed The Disinformation Dozen to post 105 pieces of disinformation generating
up to 29 million impressions.

Covid-19 has taken more than 3 million lives worldwide and 570,000 in the United
States, yet a small number of organized actors continue to profit by spreading
disinformation about vaccines. These modern snake oil salesmen use social media to
spread lies and persuade vulnerable people to pay them for false cures and malignant
content and to turn them into disinformation carriers. According to our research, anti-
vaccine activists on Facebook, YouTube, Instagram, and Twitter reach more than 59
million followers, being drip-fed disinformation daily.

By analyzing a sample of anti-vaccine content shared on Facebook and Twitter between
1 February and 16 March 2021, we found that 65% of all anfi-vaccine content was
attributable to a member of the Disinformation Dozen, who repeatedly violated
Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter’s stated community standards.

Facebook, Twitter and Google have time and again failed to enforce their own
community standards, despite pleas by elected officials, health experts, and concerned
advocates, putting public health at further risk. Further, their moderation practices
remain unregulated and unchecked by elected bodies. Big Tech sets the rules - they are
judge, jury, and jailor - with no democratic checks or balances.

We know the most effective way to disrupt the dissemination of harmful misinformation
is fo stop providing services to the most egregious repeat offenders. Each day the
Disinformation Dozen’s accounts remain active is another day that their lies cost lives. It's
fime to finish the job.

Imran Ahmed
CEO, CCDH


https://www.counterhate.com/disinformationdozen
https://twitter.com/CCDHate/status/1375134082968006665
https://twitter.com/CCDHate/status/1375161602467622918
https://www.klobuchar.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/8/7/87e50146-a4cc-4ab1-9604-3190401bbec5/859B41CE812B8AC97F55D24EFEA0F834.4.16.21-letter-to-tech-ceos--vaccine-misinfo-final-.pdf
https://www.warner.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/6/0/60a0d01e-1baa-4188-91d1-bbc1936aa913/95025323FD86258CBF3C534F17C76DA5.3.25.21-instagram-algorithm-final-v2.docx.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/AG/Press_Releases/2021/AG-Letter-to-Tech-CEOs.pdf
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Foreword

A year into the COVID-19 pandemic, we continue to work tirelessly to bring an end to this
global health crisis. With vaccines now widely available to the public, hope is on the
horizon. Unfortunately, standing in the way are a small group of individuals who are
using social media platforms to mislead our patients, friends and family members with
maliciously false information about COVID-19 and the safety and efficacy of the vaccines.

As medical professionals, our days are now filled with conversations between patients,
families and colleagues discussing and debunking harmful lies and disinformation
regarding the COVID-19 vaccines, their safety and side effects.

It has become alarmingly clear that these anti-vaccine individuals and groups are taking
advantage of the current situation, and in many cases, are proving successful in their
attempts to capitalize on any hesitations or fears with disproven claims and false
information. The longer social media platforms like Facebook, Instagram and Twitter
allow these dangerous lies to continue circulating, the more lives will be unnecessarily at
risk.

We strongly urge these platforms to enforce their own policies on disinformation. We
respectfully ask that all enforcement be prompt, consistent and fully fransparent. By
simply following through on the statements, rules and regulations these companies have
announced, they can stem the tide of dangerous lies. Failure to do so will certainly
prolong the pandemic and needlessly leave countless lives in the balance.

With a possible end to the pandemic in sight, it is fime social media platforms do their
part to stop the spread of disinformation. Enforcement of their policies will have a direct
impact on the number of lives lost or saved as we continue fighting to bring the
pandemic to a swift end.

Jennifer Nuzzo, DrPH, SM
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health

Céline Gounder, MD, ScM, FIDSA
Clinical Assistant Professor of Medicine and Infectious Diseases, New York University
School of Medicine and Bellevue Hospital

Atul Nakhasi, MD
Primary Care Physician and Co-Founder of #ThislsOurShot

Sunny Jha, MD
Anesthesiologist, Pain Physician, Patient and Physician Advocate and Co-Founder of
#ThislsOurShot
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Executive Summary

1. Facebook, Instagram, Twitter and Google have announced policies to address Covid-
19 and vaccine disinformation on their platforms to protect public health and safety;
however, to-date, countless examples of anti-vaccine rhetoric remain, and platforms
have failed to fully enforce their existing policies and unilaterally remove the top
disseminators of disinformation.

2. According to our analysis, 65% of online anti-vaccine content is attributable to 12
anti-vaccine activists, the Disinformation Dozen, who play leading roles in spreading
digital misinformation about Covid-19 vaccines.! Despite numerous policy violations
by these individuals, Facebook and Twitter have yet to take action against the
majority of the Disinformation Dozen.

3. Members of the U.S. House Energy and Commerce Committee presented this
information to the CEOs of Facebook, Twitter and Google at a joint subcommittee
hearing on 25 March 2021. They were pressed by members of Congress to review our
report on the Disinformation Dozen and take action to enforce their existing policies.?

4. Since our previous report’s release on 24 March, social media platform operators
have taken some enforcement action, and a handful of the Disinformation Dozen
members’ accounts were removed from at least one platform. However, social media
CEOs have not followed through with comprehensive action against the majority of
the Disinformation Dozen. As of 25 April 2021, 10 of the 12 anti-vax leaders remain on
Facebook and Twitter, and nine of 12 remain on Instagram.

5. We have been monitoring the online activities of the Disinformation Dozen in the
month since the hearing, identifying 105 pieces of content that violate Facebook,
Instagram and Twitter’s terms of service agreements.

6. This content generated up to 29 million potential impressions from the existing
followers of Disinformation Dozen accounts, not including the reach of Facebook’s
private groups, hidden messages and other tactics being used by leading anti-
vaxxers to continue to operate amid heightened scrutiny by our groups and others.

7. The failure by Facebook, Twitter and Instagram to address the offenders of these
clear policy violations, despite having the identities of these individuals handed to
them by members of Congress on 25 March, is emblematic of platforms’ inability to
successfully regulate disinformation on a much larger scale highlighted in our reports:

a. Research conducted by CCDH last year has shown that platforms fail fo act on
95 percent of the Covid and vaccine misinformation reported to them.

b. CCDH’s recent report, Malgorithm, uncovered evidence that Instagram’s
algorithm actively recommends similar misinformation.

c. Tracking of 425 anti-vaccine accounts by CCDH shows that their total
following across platforms now stood at 59.2 million in December, an increase
of 877,000 more than they had in June.

d. CCDH’s ongoing tracking shows that the 20 anti-vaxxers with the largest
followings account for over two-thirds of this total cross-platform following of
59.2 million.

8. The most effective and efficient way to stop the dissemination of harmful
information is to deplatform the most highly visible repeat offenders. This should
also include the organizations these individuals control, as well as any backup
accounts they have established to evade removal.
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The Disinformation Dozen hit up to 29m
impressions while Big Tech failed to act

Our last report, The Disinformation Dozen, identified a dozen individuals responsible for
up to 65 percent of anti-vaccine content circulating on social media platforms. It shows
that by taking action on this tiny group of “superspreaders”, platforms can make a
significant impact on the spread of dangerous vaccine misinformation.

In total, 18 accounts operated by the Disinformation Dozen have been removed following
the publication of the CCDH and Anti-Vax Watch's report last month.

Joseph Mercola
Robert F. Kenneduy, Jr.
Ty and Charlene Bollinger
Sherri Tenpenny
Rizza Islam

Rashid Bufttar

Erin Elizabeth
Sayer Ji

. Kelly Brogan

10. Christiane Northrup
11. Ben Tapper

12. Kevin Jenkins

LCONOUHWN S

Members of Congress called for action on the Disinformation Dozen

On 25 March 2021, members of the U.S. House Energy and Commerce Committee raised
our findings to the CEOs of Faceboaok, Twitter and Google at a joint subcommittee
hearing. They were pressed by members of Congress to review our report on the
Disinformation Dozen and take action to enforce their existing policies.

Representative Mike Doyle raised our findings about the Disinformation Dozen and
asked all three CEOs to “look at it today and get back o us fomorrow”, prompting Twitter
CEO Jack Dorsey to respond “yes, we remove everything against our policy”.?
Representative McNerney stated that he was “concerned” by the CEOs’ “unwillingness to
commit fo enforcing your own policies and remove the 12 most egregious spreaders of
vaccine disinformation from your platforms”.#

Separately, Representatives Eshoo and Guthrie challenged Jack Dorsey over a post from
Robert F. Kennedy Jr. falsely linking the death of baseball player Hank Aaron to Covid
vaccines.’

Platforms failed to act - exposing users to anti-vaccine content millions of times

From 25 March to 24 April, 2021, researchers captured the content from social media
accounts associated with the Disinformation Dozen multiple times daily. Each piece of
content and the content of any videos or links it contained were then analyzed for
potential violations of the containing platform’s policies related to Covid and vaccine
misinformation. Potential violations were logged and received a further quality check
before being selected for us in this report.


https://www.counterhate.com/disinformationdozen
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As the platforms themselves are opaque about the reach and impact of any post, we
elected to represent the fotal potential impact using “potential impressions”. We
calculated this metric by taking each violating post and multiplying it by the number of
followers of the posting account as of 24 April 2021.

This process revealed that the Disinformation Dozen have posted 105 pieces of content
that violate platform service agreements in the month since members of Congress called
on tech CEOs to deplatform them.

This content generated up to 29 million potential impressions from the existing followers
of Disinformation Dozen accounts, not including the reach of Facebook’s private groups,
hidden messages and other tactics being used by leading anti-vaxxers to continue fo
operate amid heightened scrutiny by our groups and others.

Despite repeatedly violating Facebook, Instagram and Twitter’s terms of service
agreements, half of the Disinformation Dozen remain on Facebook, Instagram and
Twitter. Nine of the 12 remain on Facebook, 10 of the 12 remain on Twitter, and 9 of the 12
remain on Instagram, with no discernible consistency or transparency in how platforms
treat violations.

The table below collates this information, marking members of the Disinformation Dozen
according to whether they are actively using platforms to spread misinformation. Where
an anti-vaxxer is actively posting misinformation on a platform, it is marked as “Active
Misinformation”.

Where members of the Disinformation Dozen have modified their behaviour to direct
followers to backup accounts posting misinformation on other platforms such as
Telegram, they are marked as “Evading Detection”. Finally, cases where a member of the
Disinformation Dozen has stopped using a platform are marked as “Account Inactive”.



“ " POLICY ENFORCEMENT FAILURES ™ ™

“We enforce our policies” platform CEOs testified in front of Congress on March 25, 2021. In
just one month since that testimony, the Disinformation Dozen has violated platform policies
at a level that qualifies 22 of their remaining accounts for deplatforming under existing rules.

329096

y

-

920

Joseph Mercola

Robert F. Kennedy, Jr.

Christiane Northrup

Erin Elizabeth

Sayer Ji

Charlene & Ty Bollinger

Sherri Tenpenny

Ben Tapper

Kelly Brogan

Rizza Islam

Rashid Buttar

Kevin Jenkins

FACEBOOK

f

= =h =h =h =h =h =h

TWITTER

® G

@ @ @ E

N/A

INSTAGRAM

©

G

ACTIVE MISINFORMATION

@ EVADING DETECTION
&

ACCOUNT INACTIVE
@

DEPLATFORMING ACTIONS TAKEN

As of April 25,2021

f 4 Accounts Removed

‘ 6 Accounts Removed

\La_/ 8 Accounts Removed

2 ; 5 O The number of potential disinformation impressions generated by

Million

violating content from these accounts from March 25 - April 24, 2021
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Example Policy Violations

Monitoring of the Disinformation Dozen since members of Congress called for them to be
deplatformed on 25 March 2021 shows that they have all continued to use their social
media accounts to spread misinformation. Key examples for each member of the
Disinformation Dozen can be found below.

1 Joseph Mercola

Facebook: Active
Twitter: Active
Instagram:  Active

Joseph Mercola is a successful anti-vaccine entrepreneur, peddling dietary supplements
and false cures as alternatives to vaccines. Mercola’s combined personal social media
accounts have around 3.6 million followers.

" We are now living in a world that is increasingly ruled, not by our democratic systems and institutions,
but by public health fiat, carried out by politicians who rule by instilling fear and panic.

In The Truth About COVID-19, Dr. Mercola and Cummins reveal new and emerging evidence that:

IIUW I BEST'SEL”"G Bﬂm( » The SARS-CoV-2 virus was, indeed, lab-engineered and emerged from a negligently managed

bioweapons lab in Wuhan, China

The global pandemic was long anticipated by global elites who have used it to facilitate and hide
the largest upward transfer of wealth in human history

PCR testing, case counts, morbidity, and vaccine safety and efficacy data have been widely
manipulated and misrepresented

Obesity, diabetes, and heart disease are known to worsen COVID-19 outcomes, but the junk food

P REO RD E R industry continues to push its agenda at the expense of public health

YOUR COPY NOWI « Safe, simple, and inexpensive treatment and prevention for COVID-19 have been censored and

suppressed to create a clear path for vaccine acceptance

Effectiveness of the vaccines has been wildly exaggerated and major safety questions have gone

o unanswered

Joseph Mercola is using his social media accounts to promote a forthcoming book that carries the
conspiracy theory that Covid was “lab-engineered” in China and “anticipated by global elites”.

10
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2 Robert F. Kennedy Jr.

Facebook: Active
Twitter: Active
Instagram:  Part Removed

Kennedy is a long-standing anti-vaxxer, and his Children’s Health Defense (CHD) hosts a
range of anti-vaccine articles.

Kennedy’s account was banned from Instagram on 8 February, but his Facebook Page
remains active, as does the CHD’s Instagram page.

Kennedy and Children’s Health Defense released a film in mid-March targeting members
of the Black and Latino communities with tailored anti-vaccine messages. Facebook and
Twitter continue to allow him a platform to promote these false claims.

Robert F. Kennedy Jr &@
S 0%

Research on SARS-CoV-2 RNA by scientists at Harvard and MIT has
implications for how mRNA vaccines could permanently alter genomic
DNA, according to Doug Corrigan, Ph.D., a biochemist-molecular biologist
who says more research is needed.

Could mRNA Vaccines Permanently Alter DNA? Recent Science Sug...

n


https://childrenshealthdefense.org/
https://medicalracism.childrenshealthdefense.org/
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3 Ty & Charlene Bollinger

Facebook: Active
Twitter: Removed (=
Instagram:  Parf Removed M& o

Ty and Charlene Bollinger are anti-vax entrepreneurs who run a network of accounts that
market books and DVDs about vaccines, cancer and COVID-19. In 2020 they launched the
United Medical Freedom Super PAC ahead of last year’s United States elections.

Instagram has removed one of the Bollingers’ Instagram accounts, but two are still active.

“Vaccines do NOT
prevent infection
BT
Vaccines DO
cause disease.”

Read the inserts.
Do your research.

Dr. Sherri Tenpenny, DO

12
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4 Sherri Tenpenny

Facebook: Part Removed
Twitter: Active
Instagram:  Part Removed

Sherri Tenpenny is an osteopath physician who spreads anti-vaccine sentiment and false
claims about the safety and efficacy of masks via her social media channels. While her
main Facebook account has been removed, her Twitter and backup Instagram accounts
are still intact.

@ drtenpenny « Follow

@ drtenpenny Part 1 Dream Team

Sign up for my email list to get this
recording. Link in linktree in bio or go
to www.drtenpenny.com to sign up
right now. This is probably one of our
most important discussions this year!

Q wellnesswithnatalia_ Instagram ©
: does not want people to hear this

31 likes Reply

7| i luna_lisab It's very choppy V)
sounding, can't hear what most

speakers are savina?

Qv N

8,167 views

“This is not a vaccine. A vaccine is supposed fo protect us against a bacterial or viral infection.
There is nothing in any of these shots that is designed to protect us against a virus infection.” 11:11-
1:26

13
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Facebook: Part Removed
Twitter: Active
Instagram:  Part Removed
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Rizza Islam’s anti-vaccine posts aim to spread vaccine hesitancy amongst African
Americans. Islam’s main Facebook Page was removed in February, followed by his main
Instagram account in March, but he continues to post anti-vaccine misinformation from
his Twitter account as well as backup Facebook and Instagram accounts.

P;w’ Breaking911
L-‘ I @Breaking911

JUST IN: Herpes infections may
be a side effect of the COVID-19
vaccine, according to a new
study - NYP

10:54 AM - 4/20/21 - TweetDeck

885 Retweets 1,185 Quote Tweets

1,963 Likes

Q 0 v wy

. Breaking911 @Breaking... -1m
w’ Replying to @Breaking911
The study found a link between
herpes zoster infections and the
COVID-19 vaccine, but says more
studies are needed to confirm:

5 cases amd aftct the second vaccine dose in

EFFECTIVE?

® COVID-19 vaccines go through many tests for safety and effectiveness and
then are monitored closely. (Source: World Health Organization)

e notanothertuskegeeexpet « Follow

a notanothertuskegeeexperiment
So00000 are you going to listen now?
o - Take a shot that is
EXPERIMENTAL that you CANNOT SUE
FOR if it HARMS you ... Farrakhan
warned you... We are reminding you...

3h

@ lightbright415 Can you find out o
more about vaccinations affecting

women who aren't vaccinated
periods. | really need answers to
this

3h 32 likes Reply

——  View replies (25)

0 iheanaju Oh hell no, I'll mop the V)
ocean dry before | even consider

taking this nonsense

Qv N

1,865 likes

@ Add a comment...

14
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6 Rashid Buttar

Facebook: Removed
Twitter: Active
Instagram:  Removed

Rashid Bufttar is an osteopath physician and conspiracy theorist known for videos posted
to his YouTube channel.

w8, Dr Rashid A Buttar, FAAPM, FACAM, FAAIM

Dr. Rashid A Buttar is now on LiveStream

"
-
7

AskDrButtarcom/Ask °CREASHD 2. BUT
rs NE # https:/t.me/AdvancedMedicine
sy o www.AdvancedMedicine.com

viewel

% DrRashid A Buttar, FAAPM, FACAM, FAAIM

“This is no different than the regular flu, the numbers, even with them artificially inflating them,
haven’t changed anything.” 10:10

15


https://www.huffpost.com/entry/coronavirus-conspiracy-theories-social-media_n_5e83d701c5b6a1bb764f6d3b
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7 Erin Elizabeth

Facebook: Active
Twitter: Active
Instagram:  Active

Erin Elizabeth, partner to Joseph Mercola, runs Health Nut News, a prominent ‘alternative
health’ website with affiliated newsletter and social media accounts.

%.\ Erin at Health Nut News askec
Q‘:S' A

Anyone see what they said
about Bobby Kennedy, Dr.

Mercola, the Bollinger ‘s, Dr.
Tenpenny and me? And all 12 of
us? OKit's truthweek.org !!

DIS-INFORMATION DOZEN Home TRUTHWEEK+ Good Guys  Contact

* As of March 26th, the number of reports from the Vaccine Adverse Events Reporting System (VAERS) related to the
new COVID vaccine now number 58,861, with 7,726 (15%) serious events and 2,249 (4.4%) deaths.

Erin Elizabeth has shared links to “truthweek.org” which misrepresents VAERS data to falsely link
Covid vaccines to deaths.

16


https://www.healthnutnews.com/
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8 Sayer Ji

Facebook: Active
Twitter: Part Removed
Instagram:  Removed

Sayer Ji runs a popular alternative health website, GreenMedInfo.com, and affiliated
social media accounts that promote pseudoscience and anti-vaccine misinformation.
Despite his GreenMedInfo accounts being removed by Twitter and Instagram, it is still
available on Facebook.

Sayer Ji's personal Instagram account was removed on 24 April 2021, coinciding with the
conclusion of our research.

f‘ GreenMedInfo.com
AT
‘X‘\SQ 1h-Q

Enough is enough. The first meta-analysis of its kind in mask
harms show people are seriously being harmed by these irrational
mask wearing policies.

® N95-Mask

® without Mask

Dead space volume + 80 %

co.1 0, co.1 0,!

® NO5-Mask

® without Mask

]
GREENMEDINFO.COM
ALERT: Meta-Analysis of 65 Studies Reveals Face Masks

Induce Mask-Induced Exhaustion Syndrome (MIES)

® 168 6 Comments 87 Shares

17


https://www.greenmedinfo.com/
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9 Kelly Brogan

Facebook: Removed
Twitter: Active
Instagram:  Active

Kelly Brogan is the partner of fellow alternative health entrepreneur Sayer Ji. She claims
to practice “holistic psychiatry” and sells a range of books and courses from her website.

kellybroganmd ¢ R B -

853 posts 130k followers 1,153 following

Kelly Brogan MD

#VitalLifeProject #VitalMindReset and #AMindofYourOwn #OwnYourSelfbook follow
on t.mefKellyBroganMD and at www.kellybroganmd.com

linktr.eefkellybroganmd

Followed by a_conscious_humanity

Why We Stay Asleep When Covid-19 Is Trying to Wake Us Up

Questioning Covid

Thank You Body Movement

o that doctors are being told to code all deaths as covid without so much as the facade of
testing when up to 99% of case fatalities are in individuals with multiple pre-existing

conditions, the vast majority of them elderly?

The link in Kelly Brogan’s Instagram biography leads to misinformation about Covid and mask-
wearing.
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10 Christiane Northrup

Facebook: Active
Twitter: Active
Instagram:  Active

Christiane Northrup is an obstetrics and gynecology physician who has embraced
alternative medicine and anti-vaccine conspiracies. She has used her social media
accounts to spread disinformation about the COVID-19 vaccine.

~
@,’ drchristianenorthrup # « Follow

o drchristianenorthrup # This is called

&“’ a decidual cast. Thousands of women
are experiencing the sloughing of
their uterine linings. Just from being
around those who have had the
"thing."

1h

Q) suecheek More info please @ V)
1h 16 likes Reply
—— Hide replies

‘;,\’ jocelynchmelyk
" @suecheek check out

@echounafraid page and

e stories
You can even see the
ridges of the uterus. =~ O Q V N
) 2,438 likes
L} 1 HOUR AGO

@ Add a comment...
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11 Ben Tapper

Facebook: Active
Twitter: Active
Instagram:  Active

Ben Tapper is a chiropractor with a growing following on social media. He has routinely

posted COVID disinformation and spoken out against masking.

&l

A

dr.bentapper « Follow

dr.bentapper Unmask our children!!!
It's child abuse.

rodneylavoiejr # The V)
psychological warfare on these

kids is going to be tough to

navigate thinking covering their

face is healthy

50 likes Reply

View replies (5

ollic.ollerton & § S ()

7 likes Reply

tanyaann_repper Yes please we ™

Qv N

101,758 views
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https://www.wowt.com/2020/10/27/omaha-facemask-ordinance-city-council-to-hear-public-comment-discuss-ending-sunset-clause/
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12 Kevin Jenkins

Facebook: Active
Twitter: N/A
Instagram:  Active

Kevin Jenkins is an anti-vaccine activist with a growing social media presence who has
appeared at public events with Robert F. Kenneduy, Jr. Jenkins has called vaccines a
“conspiracy” to “wipe out” black people and is a co-founder of the Freedom Airway &
Freedom Travel Alliance, a company founded in late 2020 to help its members travel
around the world without observing any masking, quarantining, vaccination, or other
pandemic control measures.

Urban Global Health Alliance was live.
SRR April 21at 11:223 AM - Q

Updates & Highlights

Kevin Jenkins }

Q0 28 12 Comments 3 Shares

“l just came from a supermarket in Tulsa; it was great to connect--1 connected with so many
people. it was just amazing to see so many Americans unmasked, seeking the truth, trying to find
out the information that was important for their families and their communities. And | gotta tell
you, it was very touching. But one of the things | got out of it, a lot of us as Americans, we're not
talking about the same thing. they didn't know about the vaccine passport, they didn't really know
about the dangers of this vaccine biologic that's being put in their bodies right now. They didn't
know. So we have a lof of work to do.” 1:08 - 1:42
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https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2020/07/17/black-anti-vaccine-coronavirus-tuskegee-syphilis/
https://www.tapinto.net/towns/newark/sections/health-and-wellness/articles/community-concerns-over-ethics-of-vaccine-trials-in-newark-give-way-to-conspiracy-theories
https://www.thedailybeast.com/this-sketchy-new-company-wants-to-help-anti-vaxxers-travel
https://www.thedailybeast.com/this-sketchy-new-company-wants-to-help-anti-vaxxers-travel
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Appendix: Policy Violations

Screenshots of all 105 pieces of Disinformation Dozen content violating platform

standards are available on our website at counterhate.com/disinfoseqguel.
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